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Dear Beloved Members and Friends of Old Greenwich,

This fall, we join together in our annual Stewardship Campaign, “l Love to Tell the Story.”

Each week, we gather as a community of faith to tell-and live—the story of God's love. It's the story of
grace that sustains us, of hope that lifts us, and of generosity that transforms lives. It's also our story—
the story of how our church has been a place of worship, belonging, and service for so many. As we
enter this season of stewardship, we invite you to reflect on your own story:

e Why do you love this church?
e How has God's story been told throughout your life?
e How do your gifts—of time, talent, and treasure—help share that story with others?

Over the next few weeks, you'll hear stories from members and friends about why they give, serve, and
love being part of this church family. Each testimony, or story, reminds us that stewardship is not just
about funding a budget-it's about faith in action. Every pledge, every act of service, and every shared
story helps our community continue to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ in word and deed.

Please prayerfully consider how you can support our church’s mission and ministry Church in the
coming year. And if you already give, please consider increasing your giving to support all the new life
that is bursting forth at OGPC. Here's how to make a commitment for 2026:
o Email your pledge amount to the church treasurer at treasurer@ogpc.org
e Make your pledge online at www.ogpc.org

o Return your pledge card via mail or drop it in the offering plate at church
e Use the QR Code to make your pledge:

Thank you for being part of this unfolding story of faith. Your generosity,
prayers, and your presence make a difference—because together, we love to tell
the story.

With gratitude and hope,
Aldiie Conbon

Abbie Conlon (Discipleship Chair), with Pastor Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy, Charlie Frinzi, Katie Rienzo
(Discipleship Committee), and Jack Felch (Budget & Finance Chair)
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YOU ARE INVITED TO THE

Deacon s Anrnual

ROAST BEEF
DINNER

17 GREENWICH CHURCH ROAD
STEWARTSVILLE NJ

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
Adults (13 and over) $20
Children (6 to 12) $10
Age 5 and below Free

Pay by check to Old Greenwich Deacons, venmo @oldgreenwichpcdeacons
or cash at the door.

PROCEEDS GO TO DEACON TO RESERVE

SCHOLARSHIP AND HELPING (908) 479-4449 OR
OLDGREENWICH@OGPC.ORG

OR USE THE QR CODE

HANDS FUNDS.

Old Greenwich

Presbyterian Church
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BREARKFAST WITH
SANTA!

AT THE SANTAVILLE FAIR

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

8:00 AM - 9:15 AM SEATING
AND
9:30 AM - 10:45 AM SEATING

$10 PER PERSON

UNDER 2 IS FREE

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO FAMILY PROMISE
OF WARREN COUNTY

' l Seatsjwilllsellfoutifastiresenve)yourspotiusing|
thel@Rlcodelhere!
Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church .
17 Greenwich Church Road
Stewartsville, NJ 08886
908-479-4449 www.ogpc.org

E S Old Greenwich

Presbyterian Church
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IST ANNUAL

“SANTAVILLE

i SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

CRAFTS, FOOD AND COOKIE WALK!
9AMTO 4 PM

Craft Fair 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
#, Cookie Walk 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
&_unch served from 11:30 am - 2:30 pm

Many hands make light wrk!

S t lunt
Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church can foveun .eer

17 Greenwich Church Road
Stewartsville, NJ 08886

008-479-4449 WWW.0gpc.org

) Old Greenwich

Presbyterian Church
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Holy Ground Project:
Timeline & Next Steps

Background

o A generous gift of $150K as well as several other smaller
gifts were received to create a sacred space outside.

e A 9-member task force was formed in Feb 2024 to guide the process. The members include
Tom DiGiovanni, Pastor Mary Beth, Bruce Frey, Amy Anderson, Rich Theurer and Lori Metz/ Rob
Todd as co-chairs. We thank Don Hannis and George Bradlau for their contributions as well.

Progress

o July 2024: Architect Mark Zagoda from Phillipsburg was selected through a bid process.

o Fall 2024: Mark and Holy Ground Committee collaborated on design plans.

o Early 2025: Final design approved, incorporating sustainability and electric features.

o Feb 2025: Design presented and endorsed by Session.

e June 2025: Feedback from the congregation

o September 2025: Met with Cooper Technology Group to get pricing for outdoor audio system
o October 2025: Survey work completed by Van Cleef Engineering Associates

Next Steps Looking Ahead
e Zoning approval and permitting e Begin construction.
e paperwork e Set parameters for internal and
e Project will go out to bid. e external use.
e Select a construction partner. e Begin to schedule activities.
e Finalize build timeline e Complete the project.
o Celebrate together!

FAQs

Will investment funds be used? The budget for the project will include only those gifts received
and earmarked for this project. No investment funds from the church will be used.

What are the maintenance needs? The project was designed with materials that will be low
maintenance, requiring just one power wash annually.

How will the space be used? In addition to outdoor worship, we hope the space will be
programmed out with other community partners such as the nursery school, boy/girl scouts,
musical/theater presentations, summer concert series with the township. The possibilities are
endless. Please reach out with your thoughts and ideas for use.

How many people are attending outdoor worship currently? In the summer of 2025, outdoor
worship averaged 77 attendees per week. Highlighted aspects of worship included baptisms,
blessing of the animals, and a special cello performance series.

Even though this project has been approved by Session, we are always open to hear your questions,
comments and things you are curious about. Please do not hesitate to reach out to Lori Metz,
lImetz2159@gmail.com or Pastor Mary Beth, pastormarybeth@gmail.com.
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Community Spotlight - The Jiorle family

OGPC, God has blessed us with a growing community.
Because of that, we are introducing a new article to the
Breezeway highlighting members of our community. By
highlighting individual stories, backgrounds and
interests, we aim to create opportunities for us to find v
common ground and build new relationships, making our
church a welcome and inclusive space for everyone. This
month, we talked with Sharon Jiorle, who answered our
questions below!

Tell us a little bit about you...

| joined OGPC in 1999 with my husband of 42 years, Ralph and my four children, RJ, Nick,
Kristin and Ryan. | am a preacher's kid, one of 5 who spent a lot of time in my father's church
in Kenilworth early on. | have lived in Colonia, Neshanic Station and now Phillipsburg. My
father's transition to be a fulltime educator ultimately impacted me to become a special ed
teacher. Unable to find a job out of college, | worked as a medical transcriber and met my
pharmacist husband Ralph at HMC. Besides our 4 children, we have a son-in-law, a daughter
in-law, two lovely girlfriends, five grandchildren and one granddog.

How did you find Old Greenwich? What what do you like about being part of this
community?

OGPC was the second church | chose as an adult, the first one being Pilgrim Presbyterian
where Dick Gibbins confirmed during my son's baptism he was in seminary with my Dad!
What attracted me to OGPC was the youth programming since | still had 3 children to be
confirmed. The music programming, the lovely pipe organ (my oldest brother was a church
organist) and the warm welcome we received sealed the deal. | have been an elder, helped at
VBS, was on interim pastor nominating committee and now have the privilege of being a
Deacon and effect positive change in our church and surrounding areas with the
establishment of the Helping Hand fund. | also enjoy PW women's bible study and the
community outreach committee.

What do you like to do in your free time?

| can't say enough about retirement though | enjoyed my tenure as a teacher at the
Phillipsburg Early Childhood Center. | enjoy walking and 'nice' hikes (aka easy!) with my
husband, traveling our bucket list, LBI, family time, babysitting the grandkids and cooking/
baking. I'm excited the direction our church is going in supporting mission work locally and
spontaneously when there is need...faith at work to the Glory of God!




PAGE 7 THE BREEZEWAY

Community Mission

Your Session (church board), with recommendations from the Community Mission
Committee on behalf of OGPC, are working to help the most vulnerable among us. So far,
in 2025, OGPC has made monetary donations to Camp Johnsonburg, Firth Youth Center,
The VillageNJ, NORWESCAP Backpack Buddies, Lee Services and DASACC (Domestic
Abuse & Sexual Assault Crisis Center). We also provided funds to Family Promise.

There are a few opportunities to help the outward community as well as the committee,

here's how:

« The VillageNJ, a local Facebook group of people who care about the struggles families
face in our area is collecting gift cards and money for those affected by changes to
SNAP benefits. You can send a donation through the online
payment platform Zelle at TheJerseyVillage@gmail.com, or donate
through the Clover platform. They also accept gift cards, send to
The Village NJ, 552 N Main St. Stewartsville, NJ 08886

« Donate to our Blessings Box outside of church. Drop off or take a
non-perishable item as needed.

o For our Santaville Craft fair, we are in need of volunteers, use the
QR code to sign up.

« Do you have a favorite holiday cookie recipe you would love to share? We are seeking
individual donations of 6 dozen holiday themed cookies to sell in our cookie walk.

Selfless Sunday Nov 16

All children and youth are invited to participate in Selfless Sunday where we “extend our
hands” to the community through service. Selfless Sunday will take place November 16.
We are collecting supplies for our Love Travels service project. tems needed are
unopened travel size self-care items - shampoo, conditioner, body lotion, soap,
toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant. Items can be dropped off in the bin in the Green

Room until Nov 16. Project donations go to the Outreach Connection in Washington,
NJ.

A Future with Hope

A Future with Hope: Last House Meeting! We are adding one more E Hr‘
house meeting to our visioning, dreaming and planning season, and
this one is especially aimed at young/er individuals and families (with
or without children). November 10th from 5:30 to 6:30pm at the
church. We will have a craft table for the kids. Pizza and fruit will be
provided!
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NOVEMBER

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES
John Felch 11/02 Kathy Maso 11/19 Tim & Susan Gardner 11/06
Hannah Hart 11/04 Gary Hillier 11/22 Newal & Hope Duncan 11/08
Brooke Moyle 11/05 Ed Ahart Il 11/22 Charlotte & John Pickell 11/17
Tom Ahart  11/07 Megan Kane 11/25 Michael & Ellen Viscel 11/20
Emma Cichone 11/08 Katie Rienzo 11/26 Brenda & Scott Schofield 11/21
Robert Heater 11/10
Roxane Campello  11/10
Benjamin Hixon 11/11
Richard Theurer 11/11
Connor Wolfe 11/12
Donald Heritage 11/13
Kathleen Ronan 11/14
Bonnie Phillips 11/15
Megan Budd 11/15

PRAYERS

Please pray for: Rob Todd and his whole family upon the passing of Rob’s mother, Noi; Lisa Gray
and her family, Lisa’s brother passed away; Jyneda Freeman, who is at Genesis Care Center; Lisa
Kolterjahn's family and the family of her grandmother Adelaide Castrovillari, who died on Oct 29,
Janet Stoakes friend Dana, who has multiple myeloma and will be undergoing a risky surgery in
January and friend’s mom Roberta, who has Stage 4 colon cancer. Healing prayers for Lane Wolfe
(Sherri Wolfe's daughter); Ana Giametta's family (Ana is our chair yoga instructor) her grandnephew
(Iker Dawson, born 10/20) was born early, weighing only 2 pounds; the family and loved ones of
Brett Marino, Al Marino’s cousin, who passed away on October 9; Ayden Huff's friend, Zailey; John
Oakes, healing from a fall; for Andrew Stetler, who fell and broke 3 ribs; Leni Vorhees, who fell and
broke her wrist; Tim Gardner's family, Tim's wife, Sue's brother died, and their niece is in the
hospital. Prayers for Tim, Sue, Sue's niece and her mother; the Harmony Presbyterian Church
community, whose pastor Scott Bohr died suddenly; Lorraine Brown and their whole family, on the
passing of their beloved husband, father, grandfather and loved one; For Jamaica and Cuba, and
every community devastated by Hurricane Melissa; for low-income families, facing so much
insecurity; The Kolterjahn family and all those who are grieving Doreen Macchia-Germain; for Edith
Slamp’s family as they grieve; prayers for strength and healing for Barb Frinzi; Andrew Stetler, for
Annie his mother, and for their whole family; for Karen Savacool, facing health issues; for Gaza,
especially for the children who are facing extreme food insecurity; for Sudan; for India and Pakistan,
that they may find a way to peace; the half a million people who have been displaced in Congo; the
people of Haiti, experiencing violence and trauma; for those struggling with mental illness and
those who struggle with addictions and their families; continue to pray for our homebound
members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of Ukraine and the citizens of Israel and
Palestine.
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10 AM Worship

3 PM AA

6 PM Fish & CHYPS

9

9 AM Youth Sunday
School

10 AM Worship

10:15 Pre K 5th Sunday
School

11:30 Christian Ed

3 PMAA

16

10 AM Worship

10:15 Pre K 5th Sunday
School

3 PMAA

6 PM Fish & CHYPS

23

9 AM Youth Sunday
School

10 AM Worship

10:15 Pre K 5th Sunday
School

11:00 AM Session
Retreat

3 PMAA

30

10 AM Worship

10:15 Pre K 5th Sunday
School

3 PM AA

Mon

3

1:30 Chair Yoga

6 PM Boy Scouts Tr
Council

7 PM Boy Scouts
7:30 PM AA

10

1:30 Chair Yoga

5:30 A Future with Hope
Meeting

7 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 PM AA

17

4 PM Girl Scouts 92521
7 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 PM AA

7:30 PM Session Mtg

24

1:30 Chair Yoga

4 PM Girl Scouts 92521
7 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 PM AA

Tue

4

9:00 AM “Wee” Connect
10 AM Art Group

11 AM Building Usage

7 PM ACoA

11

9:00 AM “Wee” Connect
10 AM Art Group

11 AM Building Usage

7 PM ACoA

7 PM Community Mission

18

9:00 AM “Wee” Connect
10 AM Art Group

12 PM Women's Bible
Study

7 PM ACoA

7 PM Community Mission

25

9:00 AM “Wee” Connect
10 AM Art Group

7 PM ACoA

7:30 AA Mtg

Wed

5
9:30 AM Music Together

12
9:30 AM Music Together

19
9:30 AM Music Together

26

Thu

6
6 PM OGPC Book Club
7:30 Choir Rehearsal

13

5 PM GS Troop 90830
6 PM OGPC Book Club
7:30 Choir Rehearsal

20

5 PM OGPC Staff
Meeting

6 PM OGPC Book Club
7:30 Choir Rehearsal

27

2
N

7

Office Closed
7 PM ACoA
7:30 PM AA

14

Office Closed
7 PM ACoA
7:30 PM AA

21

Office Closed
7 PM ACoA
7:30 PM AA

28

Office Closed
7 PM ACoA
7:30 PM AA

1
12 PM Bible Study

8

12 PM Bible Study

4 PM Deacon’s Roast
Beef Dinner

15

11 AM Castrovillari
Funeral

12 PM Bible Study

22
All day AA Men'’s retreat
12 PM Bible Study

29
12 PM Bible Study
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“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS”
WE ARE A GUN-FREE CHURCH AND CHURCH GROUNDS.

OVoulube &

b

. The Breezeway is published monthly by:
Old Greenwich ) )
Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church
17 Greenwich Church Road www.ogpc.org
Stewartsville, New Jersey 08886-2515

Presbyterian Church
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