
 
 
 

 

 

“A Praying People” 

 
 In the past, when I’ve tried to get folks to talk about how they pray, how they see God in their 
lives, how God has been present to them or working in their minds and in their hearts… things of 
that sort… I often get back blank stares. Sometimes folks even look at me like I’ve grown three 
heads! In any case, it seems like a lot of folks don’t know what to think about all that “spirituality 
stuff,” and would rather just move on to something else. 

 What is prayer? How do we pray? Is there a “wrong” way to pray? What if we pray and pray, 
but God doesn’t seem to answer our prayers? 

 I don’t know about you, but once upon a time, I used to think that if I didn’t hear a word from 
God in prayer – if I wasn’t moved in some great, big way – then I was ultimately failing at prayer – 
that I must be a “bad” pray-er. 

 But I have come to see that I was wrong about that. Prayer is a discipline. I have found that I 
have to make myself do it; I have to make myself sit down in that chair for five minutes. I have to 
open up that Bible and actually read something. I have to sit still for a moment or two. Sometimes, I 
feel God’s presence, and I feel at peace, and it is beautiful and holy. But sometimes, it’s frustrating, 
because sometimes, nothing seems to happen at all. 

 But that doesn’t mean I shouldn’t do it. 

 When we make prayer into a discipline, even if it’s just for five minutes, we are allowing a 
space – better, opening a space – in which God can work. If we pray regularly, we are slowly, very 
slowly, honing our listening. We might not even notice a difference at first – it’s that slow. But if we 
keep opening up that space for God, and if we keep trying, keep sitting down in that chair and 
opening up that Bible or prayer journal, eventually, and to our surprise, God will have a word for 
us. 

 As we continue to listen to God in our “Future with Hope” house meetings (QR code to sign 
up below!), in worship, in nature, in song, in each other… my prayer is that we might become even 
more of a praying people, even more so than we already are; that we would 
open ourselves up to God in new ways, ways we have not opened ourselves 
up before. 

 Who knows what God might reveal? 

 Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy 
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Think you have a 
chili that can take 
first prize? Contact 
Sharon Smith at 
sharonwsmith.08@g
mail.com to enter! 



PAGE 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

October 2025 

Community spotlight - the Hillier family 
 

OGPC, God has blessed us with a growing 
community. Because of that, we are introducing a 
new article to the Breezeway highlighting 
members of our community. By highlighting 
individual stories, backgrounds and interests, we 
aim to create opportunities for us to find common 
ground and build new relationships, making our 
church a welcome and inclusive space for 
everyone.  
 
This month our focus is on the Hillier Family! Here 
are their answers to our questions to get to know 
them a little better: 
 
Tell us a little about your family : 
Our family moved to the Stewartsville area in 
2020 to be closer to Gary’s job as an engineer. I 
teach at a local preschool. Our kids are Emily age 
8 and Abby age 6.   
 
Where are you from originally? 
Gary grew up in Massachusetts and I grew up in New Jersey. We met in college at the 
University of Central Florida in Orlando, Fl.   
 
What are some things you enjoy doing together? 
As a family we enjoy traveling, bike riding, playing board games and watching 
movies.  
 
How did you find your way to OGPC? 
We are so grateful we found OGPC. When looking for a church we knew we wanted 
somewhere uplifting , positive, welcoming and family friendly. We hit the jackpot with 
OGPC!   
 
What's your favorite thing about being part of this community? 
The desserts! Haha that's what my kids would tell you! My kids love attending Sunday 
school with their friends and we love knowing they are learning more about Jesus in a 
fun and meaningful way. As a family, we enjoy the singing and community feel to 
service each week.  
 
 
Thank you to the Hillier family for helping us get to know you better. Want to be in 
Community Spotlight? Send an email to oldgreenwich@ogpc.org! 
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Greenwich Cemetery Director Search 

 

Greenwich Cemetery is seeking an experienced and dedicated Executive Director. 

The ideal candidate will be responsible for overseeing all operations, from historic 

preservation and land management to community engagement and future planning. 

This is a unique opportunity to lead a non-profit cemetery dedicated to providing 

perpetual care and a peaceful final resting place for generations to come. If interested, 

please reach out to Amy Ahart at amyahart@gmail.com.  

Conductor in Residence 
 

Gabriele Hingelberg, choir director and middle 

school  teacher in the Raritan/ Bridgewater school 

district, is coming to lead our Chancel Choir for three 

Thursday rehearsals, and one Sunday morning! ALL are 

welcome (even if you’ve never sung in the choir before!) 

to join in the fun for these three weeks – Thursdays on 

Oct 16, 23 and 30, and Sunday Nov 2! Questions? Contact Tom at 

digtom@hotmail.com.  

Sign up to be a lay reader! 
 

There are a few weeks left in the year to sign up to lay 

read. We provide the script so all you have to do is read. 

It’s simple and adds so much to the service. To sign up go 

to our website www.ogpc.org/Worship and Music/Sign 

up to be a lay reader. 
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Selfless Sunday Nov 16 - Collection starts Oct 
 

All children and youth are invited to participate in Selfless Sunday where we “extend our 
hands” to the community through service. Selfless Sunday will take place November 16. 
 
We are collecting supplies for our Love Travels service project starting in October. Items 
needed are unopened travel size self-care items - shampoo, conditioner, body lotion, 
soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant. Items can be dropped off in the bin in the Green 
Room until Nov 16. Project donations go to the Outreach Connection in Washington, NJ.  

Community Mission  
 

Please make note of these events to bless the outward community. See details for how you 
can help spread God’s love. Want to be a part of this group? Join the committee 
during their meeting on Tuesday, October 7 at 
7 PM. 
 
October = “Socktober” During the month of 
October we are collecting socks and underwear 
for adult men and women for Safe Harbor in 
Easton.  In packaging, all sizes welcome. 
 
Saturday, October 18 Second Annual Chili 
Cookoff from 5-7 pm.  All proceeds will be 
donated to Family Promise of Warren County. 
Think you have a chili that might take first prize? 
Contact Sharon to enter! 
(sharonwsmith.08@gmail.com) OR just come and 
enjoy some chili! Cost is $15 for adults, $5 for kids. 
Payable at the door. 
 
Saturday, December 13 Breakfast with Santa, Cookie Walk, Hot Lunch and Craft 
Fair!  If you are interested in volunteering for any or all parts of this event, please contact 
Sharon Smith (sharonwsmith.08@gmail.com). Please contact Sharon Smith. All proceeds 
from this event will go to Family Promise of Warren County. 
Promise of Warren County. 
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Please pray for:  Dolly, Janet Stoakes’ friend’s sister, and for Charlie’s friend, who have pancreatic 
cancer; Leni Voorhees, who fell and broke her wrist; Lorraine Brown and their whole family, on the 
passing of their beloved husband, father, grandfather and loved one; those who loved Bill Penyak - 
including his wife Barbara, brother Michael, and all family members. Bill died peacefully on Sept14; 
for Al Marino's cousin, Brett Marino, his wife and children as he transitions from active cancer 
treatments to comfort care; for Anita Campbell who is having a MOHS treatment for a basal cell 
carcinoma; for Sharon Smith’s son’s fiancée, Jaimie, who has had three close relatives pass away 
recently for Jaimie and her whole family in their grief; Anthony (friend of Janet Stoakes’ sister), who 
has been struggling with a progressive form of MS; Barb and Kurt Grimm appreciate all of the 
prayers for their granddaughter Kahlyn, who is recovering well from surgery; Sue Tintle, who is now 
at Country Meadows at Green Pond; The Kolterjahn family and all those who are grieving Doreen 
Macchia-Germain; for Edith Slamp’s family as they grieve; prayers for strength and healing for Barb 
Frinzi; Andrew Stetler, for Annie his mother, and for their whole family; for Karen Savacool, facing 
health issues; for Gaza, especially for the children who are facing extreme food insecurity; for 
Sudan, for the over 250,000 people trapped in the city of El Fasher, hungry and traumatized; for 

India and Pakistan, that they may find a way to peace; the half a million people who have been 
displaced in Congo; the people of Haiti, experiencing violence and trauma; for those struggling with 
mental illness and those who struggle with addictions and their families; continue to pray for our 
homebound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of Ukraine and the citizens of 
Israel and Palestine.  
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Samantha Donnelly 10/03 
Meredith Jagiello 10/04 
Christine Brown 10/04 
Donald Reinhard 10/05 
Jamie Moyle  10/07 
Judy Felch  10/07 
Philip Budd  10/08 
Brittany Crowley 10/10 
Carl Guthardt  10/11 
Charlotte Pickell 10/13 
Daniel Bradlau 10/14 
Mabel Snyder  10/15 
Lisa MacKinnon 10/15 
Leslie Strozeski 10/16 
Adam Wolfe  10/17 
McKenna Mallory 10/17 
Heather Todd  10/17 

David Slack  10/17 
Ellen Viscel  10/17 
Tom DiGiovanni 10/18 
Thomas Garcia 10/18 
Mia DiGiovanni 10/19 
Sierra Amerman 10/19 
Tom Alencewicz 10/20 
Renee Herb  10/24 
William Cotte  10/24 
Alan Marino Jr. 10/26 
Virginia Jackson 10/27 
Michael Kane  10/27 

Peter & Sharon Dachisen 10/01 
Maria & Rob Miller  10/03 
Philip & Megan Budd  10/18 
Walter & Anita Campbell 10/19 
Jason & Lisa Kolterjahn 10/19 
Melissa & Thomas Costley 10/19 
Marlin & Sally Quick  10/21 
Jamie & Doug Moyle  10/29 

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9:30 AM Music 

Together 

1:30 Comm Mission 

Safe Harbor meal 

2 

7:30 Choir Rehearsal 

3  

Office Closed 

5 PM Girl Scouts 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

4 

12 PM Bible Study 

Zoom room 

5 

10 AM Worship svc 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Fish & CHYPS 

6 

1:30 PM Chair Yoga 

6 PM Boy Sc Tr 

Council 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7 

9 AM “Wee” Connect 

10 AM Art group 

7 PM ACoA 

7 PM Comm Mission 

7:30 AA 

8 

9:30 AM Music 

Together 

9 

5:30 PM Girl Scouts 

7:30 Choir Rehearsal 

10 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

11 

12 PM Bible Study 

Zoom room 

5 PM Senior Dinner 

12 

9 AM Youth Sunday 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 PreK - 5th 

Sunday School 

3 PM AA 

 

13 

COLUMBUS DAY 

1:30 PM Chair Yoga 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

14 

9 AM “Wee” Connect 

10 AM Art group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

15 

9:30 AM Music 

Together 

16 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 Choir Conductor 

in Residence 

17 

Office Closed 

5 PM Girl Scouts 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

18 

12 PM Bible Study 

5 PM Chili Cookoff 

19 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Pre K - 5th 

Sunday School 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Fish & CHYPS 

20 

1:30 PM Chair Yoga 

4 PM Girl Scouts 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 Session Mtg 

21 

9 AM “Wee” Connect 

10 AM Art group 

12 PM Women’s Bible 

Study 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

22 

9:30 AM Music 

Together 

23 

5 PM OGPC Staff Mtg 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 Choir Conductor 

in Residence 

24 

Office Closed 

4 PM GNS Halloween 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

25 

12 PM Bible Study 

26 

9 AM Youth Sunday 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Pre K - 5th 

Sunday School  

3 PM AA 

27 

1:30 PM Chair Yoga 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

28 

9 AM “Wee” Connect 

10 AM Art group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

7:30 Deacon’s 

Meeting 

29 

 

30 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 Choir Conductor 

in Residence 

31 

Office Closed 

5 PM Girl Scouts 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

