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Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Holy Week and Easter were deeply moving, and deeply meaningful, to so many of us at Old Greenwich
Presbyterian Church.

On Palm Sunday, the Praise Band (along the children!) led us in a joyful celebration (“We are marching in
the light of God!!") as we waved our palm branches and sang, “Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is the One
who comes in the name of the Lord!” On Maundy Thursday, we participated in Jesus’ love poured out as
we sang meditative, soulful prayers together (with French horn and guitar, what a combo!), and then, as
we celebrated the Last Supper together. The mood turned darker on Good Friday as we saw our Savior
nailed to a Roman cross, and our Chancel Choir, led by Betsy Gaston, sang mournful songs to express our
grief and dismay.

But then, on Sunday, we learned with the women at the tomb: he is not here! He has been raised! And we
showed up to witness to the resurrection - complete with singing, praying, preaching and rejoicing!

What a week it was. So full, so rich.

As we journeyed together, | once again was struck with all the different emotions we experience during
Holy Week and Easter: from the (short-lived) wild celebration of Palm Sunday; to the sobering love Jesus
pours upon us - and charges us to do the same - on Thursday; to the grief and darkness of Friday; to the
silence of Saturday; to the Resurrection Hope of Sunday.

Thank you, musicians, worship leaders and congregation, for making this journey again, together.

As we continue to walk this road, may we know that though the darkness is real, joy always comes in the
morning.

Thanks be to God!

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Mary Beth
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SEVEN LETTERS TO
SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION 2 AND 3

BIBLE STUDY

Led by Rev. Bill Cotte

WEDNESDAYS, APRIL 30 - JUNE 7
NOON TO 1:30 PM
ZOOM ROOM

CkiB

SPRING 2025 SESSION

Join us for engaging discussions in our upcoming
winter session as we explore John Steinbeck’s Of Mice
and Men. All are welcomel

THURSDAYS 6.00 PM -
BEG. MAY 1 7.30 PM

This session’s book :

Of Mice and Men
by John Steinbeck
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Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church Presents

JAZZ GOES TO CHURCH

@honhgmorks

May 18, 10 AM Service

Hannah Marks and her band join us for
Jazz Goes to Church!
May 18, 2025 10 AM
Join us for this joyful worship servicel!
All are welcome!

S Old Greenwich

Presbyterian Church

17 Greenwich Church Road * Stewartsville NJ » www.ogpc.org
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Pastor Mary Beth blessing with ashes

|
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Pastor Mary Beth on Ash Wednesday
Baptizing new member Michael Consalazio

Pastor Mary Beth and Tom DiGiovanni perform as Jubal
Receiving new member Rob Brunk

and Miriam in service
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The choir on Easter Sunday

Pictures from the
life of the church
lately!

Easter egg hunt after worship!
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OGPC Minute for Mission Presentation
Presented May 4, 2025 by Elder Lori Metz
“Take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” - Exodus 3:5

God has given OGPC many gifts. We are blessed with a long legacy of faithfulness, dedicated lay leaders,
and a talented staff. But one of the greatest assets may also be the easiest to overlook: land. Our church sits
on 14 beautiful acres - a gift from a generous God.

We believe that God invites us to recognize this as holy ground.

When the COVID pandemic struck, it posed an unprecedented challenge to churches worldwide, including
ours. Thanks to the generous support of our members, OGPC launched its outdoor “hay wagon” worship
service in May 2020. While many churches transitioned exclusively to online worship, our outdoor space
allowed us to safely gather and remain connected. That season reminded us: we could still come together in
God's presence. For many, the church grounds truly became holy ground.

As we continued to reflect and pray on how to use this space, we remained unaware of the world’s
uncertainty - rising costs, fragile finances, and life still unsettled in the aftermath of COVID. Though we
dreamed of a permanent structure, we paused, waiting for the right time.

The Gift

In November 2023, OGPC received a deeply generous gift from Dr. Rosemaur Leonardo (Lori Metz's father,
Don Metz's sister-in-law). Aunt Rose bequeathed $150,000 “to build an outdoor shelter for church services,
to Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church.”

Though she wasn't a member of OGPC, she held our church close to her heart. Through Lori’s family, she
understood how powerful it was to gather - even during a global pandemic. In September 2022, while
awaiting surgery, she dictated her wishes from her hospital bed, had them witnessed by a friend, and asked
the hospital to notarize the statement. Despite her strength and determination, she passed away from
leukemia in December of 2022. Her estate disbursed the gift in November 2023.

Task Force Creation

In February 2024, we formed the Holy Ground Task Force to discern how best to honor this extraordinary
gift. Rob Todd and Lori Metz were asked to co-chair the group, which included Amy Anderson, Tom
DiGiovanni, Rich Theurer, Don Hannis, Bruce Frey, George Bradlau and Pastor Mary Beth. Don and George
have since stepped away, but their early contributions were invaluable.

Our team began meeting regularly, establishing guiding principles and exploring potential designs. We are
especially grateful to Bruce Frey, whose creativity and mode-making helped bring our ideas to life.

Architect Selection

Later in the spring, we invited several architects to submit proposals. All were capable and thoughtful, but
we ultimately chose Mark Zagoda - a Phillipsburg native with a heart for our mission and a strong desire to
serve our church community. We signed his proposal in July 2024 and began working closely with him on
the design.

Design Process

By early 2025, we arrived at the design we're sharing with you today. Some key features include:
e Architectural elements that reflect our existing sanctuary

e Asize comparable to the chancel of the church

e Low-maintenance materials

e Ample storage to reduce weekly setup needs

o Flexibility for other uses, including partnerships with community groups.
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Minute for Mission, continued
Time to Make the Vision a Reality

Last month, we shared our proposal with the full session for input. Today, we present it to you - our faithful
congregation - with excitement and hope. Please join us in Fellowship Hall after the service to see the
model up close and ask any questions you may have. Final approval is scheduled for the session meeting
May 12.

Going forward, updates on the Holy Ground Project will be posted in the Breezeway, including progress
photos and next steps.

We are standing on holy ground - and now we move forward in faith together.

Elder Lori Metz

Deacons Scholarships for Camp and Post-Secondary tuition - Scholarships are available for
Camp Johnsonburg tuition as well as any of our youth attending college. Applications will be
accepted until May 12th. Applications can be completed using the paper form or on our website:
ogpc.org >> Who We Are >> Our Deacons >> Apply for.... For more information, contact Rob
Todd, Deacon Moderator, Pastor Mary Beth or Katie Rienzo.

The Church Care and Kinship Committee is organizing two trips to two wonderful shows: Sign up if
you'd like to see Noah at Sight & Sound Theatre in Lancaster on Wednesday July 30th at 3pm. Please sign
up and pay by June 22. Cost is $72.05 for adults, $42 for children 3-13. Please pay Barb Frinzi by cash,
check (made out to her) or Venmo( @Barbara-Frinzi)

The Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall in NYC group trip will take place Sunday December
7th. You must sign up by Wednesday May 14th. Cost of tickets will be printed in the bulletin on May 18 &
25th. Payment is due to Barb Frinzi by the end of May by cash, check or Venmo. Cost & payment for bus
transportation will be due at a later time. Questions? Call Barb 908-343-1144.

The Iron Pigs event on August 9 is Sold Out!!! Paid tickets are available for pickup now. Thank
you for your support/participation.

The Raritan River Music Festival presents David Korevaar Heroic to Hammerklavier: Beethoven
Piano Sonatas Saturday, May 17, 2024 at 7:30 PM here at Old Greenwich. Distinguished Professor
of Music at University of Colorado at Boulder and international touring pianist, David Korevaar will bring
to life for Raritan River Music Festival listeners selections from his new recording of Beethoven Sonatas
on the Prospero Classical label, entitled “Heroic to Hammerklavier.” Musicians' info, videos, and tickets
are available through the web site: www.RaritanRiverMusic.org.

"Fit Where You Sit" Chair Yoga! Are you 60+ and interested in a relaxing, grounding yoga class? Well,
look no further! Each Monday, Ana from Warren Co.'s Division for the Aging will be offering a weekly yoga
class right here at our church (Memorial Hall)! Suggested donation is $1 a class (feel free to give more if
you so choose). ALL 60+ folks are welcome! Tell your friends and neighbors... this is a community offering!
Donations help the church support the community. Questions? Email pastormarybeth@gmail.com

New Member Class Sunday, June 22nd after worship (11:30 to 12:45) If you or someone you know
would like to learn more about becoming a member of Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church, join this
new member class! All are welcome, even if you just want to learn more (joining the church is not
obligatory!). Please contact Elder Barb Frinzi at frinzi3@msn.com or Pastor Mary Beth at
pastormarybeth@gmail.com for more information!
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CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES
Daniel Hixon 05/02 Christine Lee 05/22 James & Karen Savacool 05/26
Jillian Miller 05/02 Cathy Ahart 05/22 Lori Metz & Michael Cecere 05/25
James Savacool 05/04 Ava Hixon 05/24 Cheryl & John Garcia 05/18
Jeffrey Miller 05/04 Sally Reinhard 05727 Michael & Jaelene Slaven  05/25
Michael Todd 05/05 Jodie & Thomas Garvey 05/24

Jeanne Stahlecker  05/06
Dorothy Mitchell 05/06
Suzanne Newbrough 05/10
Samuel Immanuel  05/11
Kurt Grimm 05/13
Jack Taylor 05/14
Jacqueline Miller 05/16

Sherri Ann Wolfe 05/18
Alan Smith 05/20

PRAYERS

Please pray for: Edith Slamp, prayers for her health, and for Betsy and Bruce; continued prayers for
God's abiding love and presence for Doreen Macchia-Germain and her family (Lisa, Julia, Emily, Jason);
Sue Dalrymple as she grieves - her mother Helen passed away on April 21; Virginia Jackson, who is in
Alexandria Manor (Nazareth - she would love visitors!); Mike Lemon's friend Kayla Z. and her husband,
Joe, who lost one of their twins born 16 weeks early. Prayers for the parents as they grieve and for
health and wholeness for the surviving child; the half a million people who have been displaced in Con-
go, for all who are hiding and afraid; the people of Haiti, experiencing violence and trauma; a healing
miracle for Andrew Stetler, who is struggling with cancer, prayers for his mother Annie, and for his sib-
lings Adam and Amanda; for Karen Savacool, facing health issues, her husband Jim and family as they
care for her; continue to pray for Debbie Mowrey and Kathy Huff's sister Brenda; for those struggling
with mental illness and those who struggle with addictions and their families; continue to pray for our
homebound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of Ukraine and the citizens of
Israel and Palestine.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 Office Closed 3
10 AM PW Zoom Book | 7 PM ACoA
club
7:30 AA
6 PM Book Club
7:30 Choir Rehearsal
4 5 6 7 8 9 Office Closed 10
9 AM Youth Sunday 1:30 Fit Where you Sit | 10 AM Art group 9 AM Music Together 10 AM PW Zoom Book | 7 PM ACoA
School Yoga ) . club
10 AM Worship svc 7 PM ACoA 12 PM Revelation Bible 7:30 AA
11:15 Deacon Bake 6 PM Boy Scout Tr Cl 7:30 AA Mitg Study 6 PM Book club
Sale 7 PM Boy Scouts 7:30 Christian Ed 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
3 PMAA
6 PM Youth Group 7:30 PM AA
11 Mother’s Day 12 13 14 15 16 Office Closed 17

10 AM Worship svc
10:15 Sunday School
3 PM AA

1:30 Fit Where you Sit
Yoga

7 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 PM AA

10 AM Art group

12 PM Women'’s Bible
Study

7 PM ACoA
7:30 AA Mtg

7:30 Deacons Mtg

9 AM Music Together

12 PM Revelation Bible
Study

10 AM PW Zoom Book
club

6 PM Book club

5 PM Girl Scouts
92321

7 PM ACoA

7:30 PM AA

10 AM Worship svc 1:30 Fit Where you Sit 10 AM Art group 9 AM Music Together 10 AM PW Zoom Book | 7 PM ACoA 5 PM Raritan River
10:15 Sunday School | Yoga ) . club Music Festival
3 PM AA 7 PM ACoA 12 PM Revelation Bible 7:30 AA
7 PM Boy Scouts Study 5 PM OGPC Staff
7:30 AA Mtg
7:30 PM AA 6 PM Book club
7:30 Session Meeting 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
18 19 20 21 22 23 Office Closed 24
9 AM Youth Sunday 1:30 Fit Where you Sit | 10 AM Art group 9 AM Music Together 10 AM PW Zoom Book | 7 PM ACoA
School Yoga - . . club
10 AM Worship svc 12 PM Women's Bible | 12 PM Revelation Bible 7:30 AA
10:15 Sunday School 7 PM Boy Scouts Study Study 6 PM Book club
3 PM AA 7:30 PM AA 7 PM ACoA 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
7:30 AA Mtg
25 26 Memorial Day 27 28 29 30 Office Closed 31
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“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS”
WE ARE A GUN-FREE CHURCH AND CHURCH GROUNDS.
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