
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Agape Love 

If you’ve ever been to a wedding, chances are, you’ve heard the passage from 1 Corinthians 
13: “Love is patient. Love is kind…” 

But what is love, really? Love is a word we use all the time, but what does it really look like? 

When the Apostle Paul writes these gorgeous words about love to the church in Corinth, he 
is not writing to a church who is blissfully happy. Not at all. The Corithian Church was a church 
divided, a church with tons of in-fighting, a church that was worried about its place in the world, 
worried about its future… a church that was, in short, full of anger, anxiety and fear.  

And its to this church that Paul’s words ring out, “Love is patient. Love is kind.” 

Paul is not talking about a mushy, sentimental love here. He’s talking about the real deal: 
agape love. The love that God has for us. The love that God calls us to have for one another, as 
difficult and demanding as that love can be. Paul’s words are not poetry for the sake of poetry. His 
words are a call to action, an intervention, an alarm bell, clamoring and calling us to find another 
way. 

You know that argument that you really want to win? Let it go. You know that one thing you 
did or said that’s still haunting you (even though the other person was wrong too?) Go to them and 
admit your part, go and admit that you were wrong (even if just a little wrong!). You know that 
person with the politics that drives you absolutely bananas? Pray for them. Remember that person 
who really, really hurt you? Ask God to be able to forgive them – not so much for them, but for you. 
You know how you keep saying yes to things, even though you are so exhausted, because you 
don’t want to disappoint people? Start saying no. You know how you keep beating up on yourself? 
Imagine God’s light all around you, holding you like the beautiful and beloved child you are. 

 Now, we see through a glass, darkly. This world is a harsh place to be. But in the meantime, 
we can love. We can love each other, as messy and as hard as it is. We can love our neighbor. We 
can love our enemy. Maybe we can even learn to love ourselves.  

And we can’t do it alone. But together? Maybe that will work. Maybe we can help each other 
learn to love.  

Maybe we can keep coming back, when we forget, to show each other what real love looks 
like.  

 Thanks be to God.  

Grace and Peace, Pastor Mary Beth 
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Come, taste and enjoy! We will have enough for a hearty dinner, plus cornbread 
and dessert! Enjoy a night out with friends! 
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Know someone in middle or high school who might be interested? Here are 
some fun events scheduled until summer. All are welcome! 
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Community Mission News! 

January was an eventful month for the Community 

Mission Committee! We gathered a carload of 

household items for the Presbyterian Depot in 

Phillipsburg. 

We also kicked off the planning for our first annual 

Chili Cookoff, set to take place on Saturday, February 

8, at the church from 5 to 7 PM. All proceeds from this 

event will go to Family Promise in Phillipsburg. Come 

taste and enjoy. We’ll have enough for a hearty meal, 

plus cornbread and dessert! 

Lastly, OGPC will be preparing dinner for 60 guests at 

Safe Harbor in Easton, PA, on Sunday, February 9, 

following worship in the church kitchen. We’ll be making meatloaf, macaroni 

and cheese, and mixed vegetables. Sign up at the sign-up genius link that 

was emailed and is on Facebook to donate food or help prepare the meal! 

OGPC BOOK CLUB IS BACK!  All are welcome!  If you have any questions, please contact 
Elder George Bradlau at gbradlau@thebradlaugroup.com. 

Be a Liturgist in 2025 - Sign ups are open for liturgists for 2025 at our 
website: www.ogpc.org. Go to Worship & Music >> Sign up to be a lay reader 

Looking for a ride to church, or know someone who is? Please see 
our Transportation Deacon Emily Brown, or email her at 
emily.brown.2234@gmail.com  

mailto:emily.brown.2234@gmail.com
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WATERCOLOR FELLOWSHIP 

Sandy Hamlin, artist and one of the leaders of our Watercolor Fellowship 
group has a showing of her wonderful art at 
the Asbury Coffee Mill in January and 
February. Enjoy a warm drink and a treat 
and see her art. The Coffee Mill is located on 
Main Street in Asbury, hours are 7 AM to 2 
PM Wednesday - Sunday! 

Want to see what the Watercolor Fellowship 
group is all about? They meet every 
Tuesday, starting at around 10 am. Sandy 
and Sue will help you get started! 

Presbyterian Disaster Relief - Fires in Southern California 

Our sextons are in search of a Little Giant ladder that someone may be 
looking to donate to the church. If you have an adjustable ladder that you are 
looking to donate, please see Harry of Joan Pursel. 
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CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Please pray for:  Prayers for those who have lost loved ones from the plane crash over Washington 
DC; for the half a million people who have been displaced in Congo; for all who are hiding and afraid; 
Carl Guthardt, who continues to recover at home; Al Marino’s cousin Brett as he continues his fight 
against cancer and starts a new treatment; Bob Luzetti who has now entered hospice; Anita Camp-
bell’s friend Michele Degan who passed away suddenly, prayers for her family and loved ones;  Mimi 
Rienzo’s teammate Gina, whose father passed away, prayers for Gina’s family as they grieve; Pat Walk-
er, who has been diagnosed with blood cancer, prayers for Pat as she meets with her new oncologist, 
and also her new specialist; Karen and Jim Savacool and their family, Karen's brother Steven died in 
January; Joe, who fell and had surgery for a spinal injury, prayers for his wife Gloria, and their whole 
family; healing prayers for Sue Beacht as she recovers from knee surgery; for the family of Pat Morse, 
who passed away: prayers for Pat’s husband, Dan, daughters, Julie & Becky, granddaughter Abby and 
prayers for our own Deb Fairchild and her family as they grieve; the first responders and everyone af-
fected by the fires in southern California; the community of New Orleans, and the families and friends 
of those killed on New Year's Day; the people of Haiti, experiencing violence and trauma; Jessica Tay-
lor (Susan Millan’s son–in-law’s younger sister), who has been diagnosed with thyroid cancer;  Dave 
Slack’s mother, Mae, who just had a pacemaker put in; John Repko, who passed away in December, 
we give thanks to God for his life and pray for Barb and for their children, Nancy and John, partners 
Wayne and Lindsey, and grandson Jared, as they grieve; Kristen Todd's step-mother, Linda, who has 
liver and pancreatic cancer; for Lisa Gray's granddaughter, Lydia, and her whole family; for Mike Lem-
ons’ friend and colleague Leo, whose daughter Andie (23) has just been diagnosed with thyroid can-
cer; Sandy Frey and her family, her father, Glen, passed away at age 103; Doreen Macchia-Germain 
has been diagnosed with cancer, prayers surround her, and her family Lisa, Jason, Julia and Emily 
Kolterjahn; a healing miracle for Andrew Stetler, who is struggling with cancer, prayers for his mother 
Annie, and for his siblings Adam and Amanda; for Karen Savacool, facing health issues, her husband 
Jim and family as they care for her; continue to pray for Debbie Mowrey and Kathy Huff's sister Bren-
da; for  those struggling with mental illness and those who struggle with addictions and their families; 
continue to pray for our homebound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of 
Ukraine and the citizens of Israel and Palestine.  
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Lori Metz  02/01 
Vivian North     02/02 
Jennifer Miller  02/04 
Howard Bell      02/05 
Jodie Garvey    02/08 
Susan Bradlau    02/11 
Bob Luzietti      02/12 
Betsy Gaston     02/12 
Amanda Stetler   02/12 
Candi Nagy       02/13 
Marcia Taylor    02/15 
Cheryl Garcia    02/16 
Susan Gardner    02/20 

Julia Deemer  02/20 
Barbara Hartzell 02/20 
Samantha Hillier 02/20 
Shannon Bakros 02/21 
Adam Stetler   02/22 
Lauren Kane   02/25 
Craig Stahlecker 02/27 
Mike Lemons   02/28 

Kurt & Barbara Grimm    02/12 
Lisa & Raymond Gray     02/14 
Brittany & Cody Crowley 02/15 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

10 AM Worship 

11:30 Annual Mtg P 2 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

3 

6 PM Boy Scout Tr 

Council 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 AA 

4 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

5 

7:30 Christian Ed 

6 

10 AM Zoom PW Book 

Group 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 AA Women’s Mtg 

7:30 Choir 

7 

Office Closed 

5 PM GNS Valentine’s 

Day 

5 PM Girl Scout 92321 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA Mtg 

8 

5 PM Chili Cookoff 

9 

9 AM Youth Sun Sch 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Sunday Sch 

11:15 Cook for Safe 

Harbor 

3 PM AA 

10 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 AA 

11 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

12 

9:15 AM Music Together 

9:30 Personnel 

13 

10 AM Zoom PW Book 

Group 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 AA Women’s Mtg 

7:30 Choir 

14 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA Mtg 

15 

16 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Sun School 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

17 President’s Day 

Office Closed 

4 PM Girl Scouts 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 AA 

7:30 Session Mtg 

18 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM Women’s Bible 

Study 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

19 

9:15 AM Music Together 

20 

10 AM Zoom PW Book 

Group 

5 PM OGPC Staff mtg 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 AA Women’s Mtg 

7:30 Choir 

21 

Office Closed 

5 PM Girl Scout 92321 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA Mtg 

22 

10 AM Girl Scouts event 

23 

9 AM Youth Sun Sch 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Sunday Sch 

3 PM AA 

24 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 AA 

25 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

7:30 Deacons Mtg 

26 

9:15 AM Music Together 

27 

10 AM Zoom PW Book 

Group 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 AA Women’s Mtg 

7:30 Choir 

28 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA Mtg 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

