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In the Gospel of Luke, chapter 2, we read the only story in all four Gospels about Jesus as a preteen.

In Luke 2, Jesus and his parents - likely along with their whole town of Nazareth - have just been up to
Jerusalem, celebrating the holy festival of Passover. After the eight days of the festival, everyone heads back
home. Jesus isn't with his parents - he's probably with his cousin, or one of his friends. Mary and Joseph aren’t
worried.

After a day and a night go by, Mary and Joseph begin to wonder where Jesus is. They ask around, but he’s
nowhere to be found.

Then they start to panic.

Mary and Joseph race back to Jerusalem, and frantically search the city high and low. Finally, on the third day,
they find their boy: sitting in the Temple, listening to the teachers there, wholly absorbed.

Mary and Joseph are understandably livid.
But Jesus says to them: “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?

A better translation would be: “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be about my
Father’s business?”

Lost? Jesus is not lost at all. It's simply that the time has come for him to get busy in the business of that One he
calls his Father.

Jesus is not lost.
He just has some things he's got to do.

Christmas may have been a week or so ago, but it's time to move out of the stable. The baby born in the
manger has got to grow up, and go out, and do the things he came to do. This does make him a little harder to
find, but that doesn’t mean that he's lost.

We just need to know where to look.

“Did you not know that | must be about my Father’s business?” Back then, and today, Jesus is most likely to be
found in the thick of God's business: Forgiving enemies. Welcoming strangers. Working for justice and human
dignity for all of God's people. Showing love to the unlovable. Seeking the things that make for peace.

When we look in the right places, we start to see that Jesus probably never was lost. Probably we were, and still
are, at least from time to time.

But not to worry! Jesus has a habit of finding us, and inviting us to come along, until we have some things that
we must do, until we find ourselves alongside him, busy in the business of God.

Jesus is not lost.

And by the grace of God, we don't have to be either!

Grace and Peace, Pastor Mary Beth
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Pictures of
presents
donated to the
Giving Tree!

Everyone had a great time at
the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
Christmas show!

The Intergenerational Pageant
told the story of the birth of Jesus
with costumes and participants of
all ages!
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OLD GREENWICH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH INVITESYOUTO

January S
38:30 AM
OGPC Sanctuary

Join us for a delightful gathering to enjoy bagels and bell-playing.
This event is open to all ages and experience levels. We will have
breakfast, receive instruction on bell-playing, practice a piece, and
showcase our skills during the worship service later that morning.

What's holier than bagel? Playing for the Glory of God!

DETAILS
+ Intergenerational * Instruction Provided « AllAges
= AnySkill Level + Practice8:30 « Everyone'sinvited
+ Fellowship and fun « Performance at 10 AM « Comemake ajoyful noise

WWW.0EpC.oTg
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Helping Hands Fund makes a real difference in the lives of many!

Through your generosity, Helping Hands fund distributed about

$800 to needy families in 2024. This Deacon fund is available to I

families living in the margin who may experience food insecurity, yj(}{ Tﬁ% W\&%W
struggles with rent, utilities, gas, food etc. This worthwhile mission ;‘

is funded solely by the congregation but managed through the |

Deacons. It is rather depleted at this point, especially with more

needs magnified around these past holidays. Checks made out to OGPC Deacons
designating HELPING HAND FUND as well as cash can be placed in the offering, mailed to
the church or placed in collection jars in the Narthex and Memorial Hall. Thank you in
advance for your continued support of this local mission.

OGPC Community Mission Committee has been busy
during the month of December. We finished up
collecting donations for Family Promise and donated
over $10,000!! In the picture, Rachel Opendyke and 3
Bob Frankenfeld, Co-Directors of Family promise N =
are with Pastor Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy and Elders £
Sharon Smith and Bruce Frey. Thank you again for all |
who helped make this possible!! |

We will be hosting a chili cook-off competition on February 8. Save the date and come
have a fun night. If you are interested in participating in the competition, please contact
Sharon Smith (sharonwsmith.08@gmail.com)

In addition to Family Promise, our Mission Committee collected gift cards for DASACC for
Christmas. Thank you again for all who donated. We are currently collecting household
supplies for the Presbyterian Depot. ltems needed include:

THE BREEZEWAY

Microwave

Crock Pot

Towel sets

Coffee Maker

Toaster

Sheet sets

Electric Skillet

Cookware sets

Mattress Pad

Individual pots Fry Pan sets Shower Curtain
Individual fry pans Bakeware sets Comforter
Individual bakeware pieces Mixing bowl sets Bath rug

Tea Kettle

Various Kitchen gadgets

Buckets / cleaning supplies

Dish sets

Toaster Oven

Glasses (sets)

Flatware sets

room.

Our next Community Mission Committee meeting is Sun, January 5 after church in the Zoom
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OLD GREENWICH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PRESENTS A f

CHILI

COOK-OFF

February 8, 2025 5-8:00 PM

TO BENEFIT
FAMILY PROMISE OF WARREN COUNTY

Prizes for the best chili!

contact Sharon Smith at
sharonwsmith.08@gmail.com
for more information!

17 Greenwich Church Road
Stewartsville, N] 08886
WWW.0gPC.Org

#1 NEW YORK TIMES | BESTSELUNG AUTHOR
OF THE DA VINCI CODE

OGPC BOOK CLUB IS BACK! Beginning Thursday, January 23 at

6:00pm, we will start our discussion of Angels & Demons by Dan

Brown (author of The DaVinci Code). All are welcome! If you have any BROWN

questions, please contact Elder George Bradlau at

gbradlau@thebradlaugroup.com. ANGELS
DEMONS
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January:
CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES
Susan Beacht 01/05 Linda McCusker  01/23 Lynn & Robert Szczeck  01/08
Karen Savacool 01/06  Jaelene Slaven 01/23 Paul & Jeanne Stahlecker 01/13
Michael Viscel 01/06  Barbara Grimm 01/26 Katie & Justin Rienzo 01/22

Dottie Davidson  01/07
Ralph Wolverton  01/08
Evan Cichone 01/09
A. Diana Mallory ~ 01/11
Alexa MacKinnon 01/11

Ernie Maso 01/12 Children are in bold.
Tim Newbrough  01/13

Bruce Frey 01/14

Caleb Frey 01/19

Anita Campbell 01/19

Eli Mallory 01/21

Olivia Hart 01/21

Randy Bartholomew

01/23

Please pray for: Todd Denoyer, friend of Carol Lee Doeringer, who is having heart surgery this week,
healing prayers for him; John Repko, who passed away on 12/26, we give thanks to God for his life
andpray for Barb and for their children, Nancy and John, partners Wayne and Lindsey, and grandson
Jared, as they grieve; Kristen Todd's step-mother, Linda, who has liver and pancreatic cancer; prayers
of thanksgiving for Cameron Fitz, grandson of Ed and Sue Gardner, who was born Dec 20; for Lisa
Gray's granddaughter, Lydia, and her whole family; for Mike Lemons’ friend and colleague Leo, whose
daughter Andie (23) has just been diagnosed with thyroid cancer; Sandy Frey and her family, her fa-
ther, Glen, passed away at age 103; Carol Lee Doeringer’s friend Sean gives thanks for prayers for his
Aunt Debbie, who is now cancer free, prayers for the Healey family, friends of Carol Lee, Cynthia
broke some bones in an accident and her husband is going for hip replacement surgery in the next
week; Walt Campbell's friend, Phil Brower, who is fighting cancer and will undergo major surgery on
December 11th; Sharon Smith’s nephew and his fiancé who suffered a devastating miscarriage at 28
weeks; Fritz and Sandy Hamlin's son, Brent and their family - their daughter-in-law Robin passed
away; Doreen Macchia-Germain has been diagnosed with cancer, prayers surround her, and her fami-
ly Lisa, Jason, Julia and Emily Kolterjahn, prayers for Lisa Kolterjahn's step-mother Kathy, who also has
cancer; Sharon and Craig Smith’s niece, Alexa (22 years old), was just diagnosed with Hodgkin's Lym-
phoma stage 4; John Oakes, who fell and broke his collarbone, prayers for healing; Bob Luzetti, who
is at Kirkland rehab in Bethlehem; a healing miracle for Andrew Stetler, who is struggling with cancer,
prayers for his mother Annie, and for his siblings Adam and Amanda; for Karen Savacool, facing
health issues, her husband Jim and family as they care for her; Al Brown, who is having health issues
and his family; continue to pray for Debbie Mowrey and Kathy Huff's sister Brenda; for those strug-
gling with mental illness and those who struggle with addictions and their families; continue to pray for
our homebound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of Ukraine and the citizens
of Israel and Palestine.

PRAYERS
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Sun

5

10 AM Worship Svc
11:30 PM Holy
Ground

11:30 PM Community
Mission

3 PM AA

12

9 AM Youth Sunday
Sch

10 AM Worship Svc
10:15 AM Sunday
School Pre K Elem
3 PMAA

19

10 AM Worship Svc
10:15 AM Sunday
School Pre K Elem
3 PMAA

26

9 AM Youth Sunday
Sch

10 AM Worship Svc
10:15 AM Sunday
School Pre K Elem
3PMAA

Mon

6

6 PM Boy Scout Tr
Mtg

7 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 AA

13
7 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 AA

20 Inauguration
Day

MLK Jr Day

4 PM Girl Scout
7 PM Boy Scouts
7:30 AA

7:30 Session Mtg

27
7 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 AA

Tue Wed

1 New Year's Day

7 8
10 AM Art Group

7 PM ACoA

7:30 AA

14 15
10 AM Art Group
7 PM ACoA

7:30 AA

21 22
10 AM Art Group

12 PM Women's
Bible Study

7 PM ACoA

7:30 AA

28 29

10 AM Art Group
12 PM Women'’s
Bible Study

7 PM ACoA

7:30 AA

7:30 Deacon’s Mtg

Thu

2

12 PM PW Zoom
Book Group

7:30 PM Women's
AA

7:30 PM Choir
Practice

9

12 PM PW Zoom
Book Group

7:30 PM Women's
AA

7:30 PM Choir
Practice

16

12 PM PW Zoom
Book Group

7:30 PM Women's
AA

7:30 PM Choir
Practice

23

12 PM PW Zoom
Book Group

6 PM Book Club
7:30 PM Women's
AA

7:30 PM Choir
Practice

30

12 PM PW Zoom
Book Group

6 PM Book Club
7:30 PM Women's
AA

7:30 PM Choir
Practice

3 Office Closed
7 PM ACoA
7:30 PM AA

10 Office Closed
5 PM Girl Scout
7 PM ACoA
7:30 PM AA

17 Office Closed
7 PM ACoA

7:30 PM AA

24 Office Closed
5 PM Girl Scout
7 PM ACoA

7:30 PM AA

310ffice Closed
7 PM ACoA

7:30 PM AA

Sat

25
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“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS”
WE ARE A GUN-FREE CHURCH AND CHURCH GROUNDS.
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