
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“Be Still, and Know…” 

Advent, the liturgical season before Christmas, is a time to listen deeply for God. But this is 

really hard to do when the rest of the world is already hustling and bustling, as we get ready 

for Christmas – buying and decorating and planning and traveling. It’s really hard – maybe 

especially during this season! – to “be still, and to know that God is God.” (Psalm 36). 

As an antidote to the noise of the season, our church is offering a reflective and welcoming 

Advent book study, open to all. In this honest and authentic hour together, we will read to-

gether Walter Brueggeman’s beautiful book Names for the Messiah: An Advent Study (you 

can pick up a copy in the office, or at the study itself!). Led by Elders Lisa Gray and Lisa 

Kolterjahn, this will be a reflective, quiet and holy time to reconnect to God during one of 

the busiest seasons of the year. The studies will be held on three consecutive Wednesday 

evenings: December 4, December 11 and December 18, from 6:00-7:00PM in the Prayer 

Room. All are welcome (invite your friends!). Each session stands alone so come to 1 or all 3! 

Also during this season, Tom DiGiovanni and I will offer another Blue Christmas worship ser-

vice, aimed especially at those who are experiencing grief and anxiety during this season, 

and/or at those of us who simply don’t feel “holly jolly, ‘ho ho ho!’” all the time during this 

time of year. This prayerful service will be held right after the last Advent Book Study, on 

Wednesday December 18 from 7:00 to around 7:45PM in the sanctuary. All are welcome. 

Please invite any friends or neighbors you may know for whom this service would be mean-

ingful or helpful during this season. 

Through these gatherings, we pray you will hear God’s still, small voice, especially amidst a 

hectic and sometimes difficult time of year. 

Grace and Peace and Stillness, 

Pastor Mary Beth 

December 2024 
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Congregation, thank you for your generosity during the last few months: We 
raised over $2500 in donations for Hurricane Helene relief. The money has 
been donated to the North Carolina Community Foundation’s Disaster Relief 
Fund. Our fundraiser for Family Promise was a great success, raising over 
$5600 (and counting) for the organization! We had a great turnout, even 
running out of seats at one point. Thank you to all who attended, cooked, 
served, set up, cleaned up and bid on items. The AA Men’s retreat raised $400 
for Family Promise during their event in November at the church. We donated a 
carload of coats to the DASACC in Washington, helping those affected by 
domestic abuse and sexual assault. 

Thanks be to God for the generosity of this congregation and community! 

Christmas Poinsettias are purchased by the congregation to decorate the 
church at the price of $12 each. Please use the order form emailed or printed 
or contact the office at 908-479-4449 or 
oldgreenwich@ogpc.org. Please have the following 
information ready: 

Name 

Phone # 

How many red plants, how many white plants: 

In memory/honor/celebration or to the Glory of God: 

Last day to order 12/19/2024! 
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Family Promise Fundraiser 

Thank you from Buildings and Grounds to Randy Metz 
and Bill Merlo for replacing electrical switches for stage 
lights, fixing 2 double doors in Memorial Hall and 
installing a new outdoor light in the courtyard. Also 
thank you to Gretchen Alencewicz for her work inside 
and outside the church, she recently organized the 
kitchen to make everything easy to find! 

The Year of the Organ: A Century of Pipes 

Did you know our organ will turn 100 years old in 2025? It looks 
pretty good for 100 years don’t you think!?! 

In 1925, under the pastoral leadership of Rev. Hugh Walker (who served 
Old Greenwich from 1902 to 1926), our current pipe organ was installed. 
Interestingly, along with the organ came... electricity!!! So our love for 
good music just happened to also move us into a lit and electrified 
building! Stay tuned (haha!) during the upcoming year for more history 
and information about, and tours of, our beloved organ! 
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Patricia Walker 12/02 

Adrianne Carbin 12/02 

Chris Hart       12/04 

Melissa Costley 12/04 

Frank Bogyos    12/06 

John Reinhard  12/06 

Madison Wayne   12/07 

Trish Millon     12/08 

Lisa Gray        12/14 

Holly Ahart      12/14 

Deborah Mowrey  12/14 

Emily Holloway  12/18 

Joan Pursel      12/18 

Timothy Garcia  12/20 

Lynn Szczeck    12/20 

Philip Millon    12/20 

Martha Grazul    12/20 

Joshua Miller   12/21 

Karen Hart       12/27 

Darrin Carbin   12/30 

Tom Beacht      12/31 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Daniel & Melissa Hixon              12/11 

Linda & Michael McCusker        12/12 

Janet & Donald Morrow            12/23 

Penny & John Torcivia            12/27 

Roxane & Mario Campello         12/27 

Please pray for:  This week we pray for: Fritz and Sandy Hamlin’s son, Brent and their family 
– their daughter-in-law Robin passed away; Doreen Macchia-Germain has been diagnosed 
with cancer, prayers surround her, and her family Lisa, Jason, Julia and Emily Kolterjahn, 
prayers for Lisa Kolterjahn’s step-mother Kathy, who also has cancer; Sharon and Craig 
Smith’s niece, Alexa (22 years old), was just diagnosed with Hodgkin's Lymphoma stage 4; 
John Oakes, who fell and broke his collarbone, prayers for healing; Dottie Davidson’s God-
son, Scott Engelbrecht who passed away, prayers for all who loved him; Melissa Hixons's 
and the Beachts’ friend Jaimie who died, prayers for Jaimie’s family and friends; Ron Kresef-
sky, Arlene’s brother who has been diagnosed with mesothelioma lung cancer; Barb and 
Kurt Grimm’s brother-in-law, Jake, who is in the ICU, for healing and wholeness; for Bruce 
and Betsy Gaston’s sister-in-law Edna, who has been in the hospital; for Sharon Smith’s fa-
ther, who is healing from a recent heart surgery; Bob Luzetti, who is at Kirkland rehab in 
Bethlehem; continued prayers for the devastating effects of Hurricane Helene, prayers for 
those impacted by Hurricane Milton; a healing miracle for Andrew Stetler, who is struggling 
with cancer, prayers for his mother Annie, and for his siblings Adam and Amanda; for Karen 
Savacool, facing health issues, her husband Jim and family as they care for her; Al Brown, 
who is having health issues and his family; continue to pray for Debbie Mowrey and Kathy 
Huff's sister Brenda; for  those struggling with mental illness and those who struggle with 
addictions and their families; continue to pray for our homebound members; those serving 
in our Armed Forces; the citizens of Ukraine and the citizens of Israel and Palestine. 
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Children are in bold. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9 AM Youth Sunday 

School 

10 AM 1st Sunday of 

Advent Worship 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

2  

6 PM Boy Scouts Tr. 

Council 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

3 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 Deacons 

7:30 AA 

4 

6 PM Advent Book Club 

7:30 PM Christian Ed 

5 

12 PM PW Zoom Book 

Club 

7:30 PM Choir Practice 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

6 

Office Closed 

5 PM Birthday event 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

7 

10 AM GNS Bluey event 

8 

10 AM 2nd Sunday of 

Advent Worship 

10:15 Sunday School 

Elem 

11 AM Deacon Bake 

Sale 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

9 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

10 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

11 

9:30 AM Personnel 

6 PM Advent Book Club 

12 

12 PM PW Zoom Book 

Club 

7:30 PM Choir Practice 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

13 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

14 

4 PM Girl Scouts event 

15 

9 AM Youth S School 

10 AM 3rd Sunday of 

Advent Worship 

10:15 Sunday School 

Elem 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

16 

4 PM Girl Scout T92521 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 PM Session 

Meeting 

17 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM Women’s Bible 

Study 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

18 

6 PM Advent Book Club 

7 PM Blue Christmas 

19 

12 PM PW Zoom Book 

Club 

4:30 PM Staff Mtg 

7:30 PM Choir Practice 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

20 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

21 

22 

10 AM  4th Sunday of 

Advent Worship 

10:15 Sunday School 

Elem 

3 PM AA 

 

23 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

24 Christmas Eve 

4 PM Early Service 

8 PM Traditional Service 

11:15 PM Candlelight 

Communion 

25 26  

Office Closed 

27 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

28 

29 

9 AM Youth S School 

10 AM Worship  

10:15 Sunday School 

Elem 

3 PM AA 

 

30 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

31     
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“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

