
 

As we gear up for a new season of choir (Betsy Gastons’s 39th!!) we'd like to tell you about some-
thing new that our music department has been  cooking up, from our Director of Music Tom DiGio-
vanni! 

From Tom DiGiovanni: 
 

When I began organ-ing and piano-ing at Old Greenwich around 2007-2008, it was clear that the OGPC 
choir loved to travel, loved to spread their joy by singing with others, and loved the “uplift” they felt after 
those special events. This all led to the inception of our Composer-in-Residence Choral Festival weekends, 
which kicked off with Joseph Martin in 2009. 
 

During these weekends, we relished getting to know the composers of our favorite pieces, the impetus be-
hind the creation of their music, and inviting others from the community onto our beautiful campus to sing 
with us. 
 

When Covid hit, we took a break from our Choral Festival weekends in 2020 and again in 2021. In 2022, we 
were back at it: hosting a very successful weekend with Rollo Dilworth. In 2023, we hosted Patti Drennan, 
and though it was fun for us, the event did not attract as many outside singers as we were used to. As a 
choir, we decided maybe it was time to give the festival a break, and try a New Thing... 
 

Which leads us to... this year! This fall, we are going to feature a “Conductor-in- Residence”! Beginning on 
Thursday, September 19, we will welcome a local conductor to lead us in 3 consecutive Thursday evening 
rehearsals (September 19, 26, and October 3). The conductor will then join us on a Sunday morning 
(October 6) to lead the choir during our worship service. Instead of telling you how great we feel this pro-
gram is going to be, let’s just say: we are excited!! 
 

Our first Conductor-in-Residence will be a great friend and colleague of mine, Dr. Jennifer Kelly, Associate 
Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities at Lafayette College. (You can read more about Dr. 
Kelly, or "Jen," here:  https://music.lafayette.edu/people/jennifer-kelly/). Dr. Kelly, Betsy Gaston and I could 
not be more thrilled to venture into this new collaborative space. What an experience this will be for our 
congregation as we worship together! 
 

Here's where you come in, church: we would love to see you there. We would love for you to come to 
worship, of course, on October 6 for the culmination of our work with Dr. Kelly (and we would love for you 
to invite your friends, too!), but, if you enjoy music or singing at all... we would love for you to join us for 
those 3 rehearsals and 1 Sunday! Have you been interested in singing with the choir, but the 9-month 
commitment is just a little too much? If so, this is for you!!! If this is the case, please let me know! Or, simply 
show up on Thursday, September 19 for fun, learning, fellowship, and making music together! 
 

We are so grateful for our congregation's support of our choir and our music, and for your openness that 
encourages us to approach worship and music creatively every Sunday! 
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The 8th Annual OGPC Iron Pigs Baseball Game 
Outing 

Coca Cola Park, Allentown, PA 
Saturday, July 20, 2024 

 
 

The 8th annual OGPC outing to an Iron Pigs Baseball game was held on Saturday July 
20th.This year we were once again seated at the Club level of Coca Cola Park! We purchased 
50 tickets to the AAA baseball game and sold out. The Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs (AAA affiliate 
of the Philadelphia Philles) took on the Woo Sox (AAA affiliate of the Boston Red Sox). The 
theme of the game was “Christmas in July”. Every adult who attended the game received a 
Santa hat. You’ll see various people wearing them in the pictures. The weather was predicted 
to be hot but a light cloud cover blocked the sun and the breeze was just right.  

Jack Taylor, Marcia Taylor’s husband, won our 1st pitch raffle this year (anyone who pur-
chased a ticket was entered). Walt was able to accompany Jack out on the field to get a pho-
to of his fine pitch.  Also, here is a photo of Jack holding his first pitch ball with Marcia in the 
stands. 

Photo 1 Jack’s pitch. Photo 2 Jack and Marcia holding the first pitch ball. 

Everyone who attended the game was able to enter the Pig in a Poke raffle for a prize.  This 
year to our surprise we had two winners. Both Gerry Smith and Walt Campbell won! 

Photo 3 Showing Gerry Smith and Walt Campbell with the hats they won in the raffle. 

During the game between innings, various contests are played to entertain the spectators. 
One such contest is the “Pork Race”. This is a race around the warning track of the ball field 
between costumed characters each representing a different pork product. The racers are 
named Chris P. Bacon, Diggity Dog, Ribby, Barbie Q, and Hambone. Hambone hardly ever 
wins, maybe once a season, so many fans root for him to win. But at this game, “Christmas in 
July”, Santa intervened and distracted the racers so that Hambone could win! Justice at last! 

The game was close with both teams sharing the lead until about the 7th inning when the Pigs 
tied the game at 3 to 3. The Woo Sox were unable to break the tie in the top of the 9th and it 
began to look like extra innings in the bottom of the 9th. The first batter was hit by a pitch to 
get on base and the next batter walked but after that the next at bat struck out. Another walk 
and a pop up out. Bases were loaded and the batter had a full count ( 3 balls and 2 strikes). 
Anything could happen! After a few foul balls, tension rose as the pitcher threw a pitch and 
the batter did not swing. “Ball four” the umpire roared! A walk and the Pigs had a walk off 
walk to win the game 4 to 3! Possibly, the fact that we had 4 Pastors present, Matt, Mary Beth, 
Kiran Irene Young Wimberly, and Alex Wimberly, helped? (You never know!) Here are pho-
tos of some of our gang. 

To top off the night there were fireworks. Keep your eyes open for the date of next year’s out-

ing in the bulletin! Photo 4 of fireworks.  
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The Breezeway 

PICTURE DIRECTORY If you haven’t sent in a picture for the picture 

directory, now’s your chance. Please send a picture of you and/or your 

family and include your updated address, best cell phone and emails to 

oldgreenwich@ogpc.org as soon as possible. If you don’t have a picture, 

no problem, we can take one for you. And if you would rather not be in 

the picture directory, let us know that also.  

Picture Directory! 

Join us for RALLY DAY, Sunday, September 8th after Time with the Young Church in Memori-
al Hall. Rally Day marks the beginning of the year for Sunday school. Kids PreK through 6th 
grade will have games and put together a Celebration-In-A-Box to be donated to a local or-
ganization. Sunday school for PreK through elementary meets every Sunday but the first Sun-
day of the month. 
 
Youth Sunday School to resume on Sunday, September 8!! All middle and high schoolers 
are invited to join this exciting and relevant class, co-taught by Pastor Mary Beth and Deacon 
Doreen Macchia-Germain. (You do not need to be a member of the church to join us. ALL are 
welcome, always). We will meet every second and fourth Sunday of the month from 9:00 to 
9:40am in Room 22. Questions? Please email Pastor Mary Beth at pastormarybeth@gmail.com. 
 
Youth Group with College Hill Presbyterian Church! OGPC is joining together once again 

with our friends across the river to share in community, fun and spiritual growth!! Our youth 

group (for middle and high school students) meets every first and third Sunday evening, from 

6:00-7:30pm, at College Hill Presbyterian Church (501 Brodhead St, Easton PA). The first ses-

sion is September 15, and will include dinner and ART!!! Contact Pastor Mary Beth if you have 

questions, or would like to carpool! pastormarybeth@gmail.com 

Join us for engaging discussions in our upcom-
ing fall session as we explore Nathaniel Haw-
thorne's "The Scarlet Letter." We will delve into 
early American history, Puritan culture, the pro-
gression of women's rights, and other significant 
themes. All are welcome! 

Welcome to Riccardelli Music Studios who have relocated their music 
studio to the Church Library. Riccardelli Music Studios provides private in-
struction in piano, guitar, woodwinds and brass. Special courses offered in 
music technology and composition. Steven Riccardelli is the former Direc-
tor of Music for a nearby school system. Serving  the Stewartsville, Po-
hatcong, Phillipsburg, N.J. and neighboring areas. Call or email for de-
tailed information: (908) 601-1232  riccardellistudios@yahoo.com 
 
 

RESOURCE ROOM 
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The CCK Committee would like to thank every-
one who attended the All Church Picnic on Au-
gust 4 and brought food to share! More than 70 

people attended and had a great time. There are so many who went above and beyond to 
make the picnic a success. Please forgive if we unintentionally miss someone, thank you to: 
Dave Slack for donating the hamburgers & hot dogs, Cathy & Ed Ahart for sponsoring the 
ice cream truck, Sue & George Bradlau, Rob Todd, Amy Ahart, Mia & Tom DiGiovanni, 
Charlie Frinzi, Mike Lemons, Jackie Miller, Hope Duncan, Don & Maria Hannis & Melissa 
Hixon for setting up & cleaning up.  Also thanks to PMB, Tom D, Bruce Gaston, Don Hannis 
& Abe Frey for the wonderful music! Wow- now that’s a VILLAGE! 
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Emily Brown         09/02 
Robin Glosser       09/02 
Andrew Stetler      09/03 
Hope Duncan         09/05 
Deborah Wilson      09/05 
Janet Morrow        09/06 
Bruce Gaston        09/07 
Tim Gardner         09/07 
Samuel Jagiello     09/08 
Jyneda Freeman      09/08 
Elias Slack            09/10 
Craig Smith         09/12 
Robert Todd         09/12 
Michael Slaven      09/12 
Adrian Wolfe        09/13 
Bill Schisler         09/15 

Fritz Hamlin        09/18 
Andrew Reinhard     09/21 
Sara Brown-Campello 09/21 
Christine Mette     09/22 
Alison Williams     09/22 
Kayla MacKinnon     09/23 
Leni Voorhees       09/27 
Karen Lee             09/28 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Gary & Samantha Hillier     09/02 

Karen & Paul Kane           09/07 

Edward & Jennifer Cichone   09/11 

Thomas & Susan Beacht       09/15 

Harry & Joan Pursel II      09/20 

Robert & Barbara Heater     09/22 

Michael & Meredith Jagiello 09/22 

Craig & Sharon Smith        09/23 

Robert & Diane Bouton       09/26 

Please pray for: Noelle and George DeTorres, whose daughter Sofia was killed in a car accident, 
prayers for their son, George, who was injured and is in the hospital; Mae Slack, Dave Slack’s mother, 
who is in the hospital; for healing for Emily Kolterjahn, who had a tonsillectomy on 8/19; Jaimee Fu-
kes , family friend of the Beacht’s, who is battling cancer and Ron Czajkowski, another family friend 
also battling cancer; Debbie Burns, friend of Walt Campbell from the Stone Soup Symphony, prayers 
for the health issue she is facing; Dottie Roth, friend of Ernie and Kathy Maso, who had a bad fall in 
her home; Barb Hartzell, Kathleen Gooley’s mother, who fell and broke her hip; healing prayers for 
Ted Holmberg, Betty Metz's brother and Lori Metz's uncle; Doug Gaston (Bruce Gaston's brother) 
who is recovering from surgery; prayers of thanksgiving for Collin Miller, born on July 26 to Maria 
and Rob Miller!! Collin is Mike and Ellen Viscel’s 6th grandchild; Gabe Minorics and his family on his 
passing; the Wirth family, Sue Schisler’s daughter’s in-laws, their father passed away; the Moser fami-
ly who lost their 10 year old grandson/nephew to cancer; Jack MacKinnon, John MacKinnon’s father, 
who is declining in health, and his wife, Annise MacKinnon, John’s mother, who is caring for him; 
healing (and yes, even a miracle) for Andrew Stetler, who is struggling with cancer, prayers for his 
mother Annie, and for his siblings Adam and Amanda; for Karen Savacool, facing health issues, her 
husband Jim and family as they care for her; Sandy Friedman and her son Stephen as they grieve; Al 
Brown, who is having health issues, and for Lorraine, who is caring for him; continue to pray for Deb-
bie Mowrey and Kathy Huff's sister Brenda; for  those struggling with mental illness and those who 
struggle with addictions and their families. Pray for Sandy & Fritz Hamlin’s daughter- in-law, Robin, 
who has cancer and her husband, Brent, who is her caregiver. Continue to pray for our homebound 
members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of Ukraine and the citizens of Israel and 
Palestine.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10 AM Worship 

3 PM AA 

 

2 

LABOR DAY 

6 PM Boy Sc 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

3 

10 AM Art Group 

5 PM GNS Orienta-

tion 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

4 

5 PM GNS Orienta-

tion 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

5 

12 PM PW Zoom 

7:30 PM Women’s 

AA 

7:30 PM Choir 

6 

Office Closed 

4:45 Smith Wedding 

Reharsal 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

7 

12:30 Smith Ceusa 

wedding 

8 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Rally Day 

3 PM AA 

9 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

10 

9:30 Personnel 

10 AM Art Group 

5 PM GNS Orienta-

tion 

7 PM ACoA 

11 

9:15 Music Together 

12 

12 PM PW Zoom 

7:30 PM Women’s 

AA 

7:30 PM Choir 

13 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

14 

15 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 PreK-Elem 

Sunday School 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Fish & Chyps 

16 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 PM Session Mtg 

17 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM  PW Women’s 

Bible Study 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

18 

9:15 Music Together 

19 

12 PM PW Zoom 

4:30 Staff Mtg 

5 PM Girl Scout  

5 PM Discipleship 

6 PM  Book Club 

7:30 Women’s AA 

7:30 Choir - Dr Kelly 

20 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

21 

22 

9 AM Youth Sunday 

School 

10 AM Worship and 

Abruzzese baptism 

10:15 PreK Elem 

Sun School 

3 PM AA 

23 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

24 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 PM Deacon’s 

Mtg 

 

25 

9:15 Music Together 

26 

12 PM PW Zoom 

6 PM  Book Club 

7:30 Women’s AA 

7:30 Choir - Dr Kelly 

27 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

28 

29 

10 AM Worship  

10:15 PreK Elem 

Sun School 

3 PM AA 

30 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

