
 

Travel as a Spiritual Act 
  
I don't relate to many things in astrology or my own astrological sign, but as a Sagittarius, one 
thing I do identify with is a sense of wanderlust. In my soul, I have the need to see different things, 
eat different foods, hear different sounds than my everyday local life. Maybe this is something 
everyone has, or maybe it's what makes the idea of vacation so exciting. I also think it's a stealthy 
way that God works to bring us into a closer relationship. Travel as a spiritual act. 
  
There are a few ways that I feel like travel is a spiritual act. Have you ever been awestruck by a 
sunrise or a vista that you almost can't take in? My family used to say "That looks just like a post-
card!" I don't know where we thought postcards come from, but seeing new sights can make us 
appreciate the stunning creation of God's work on this Earth. God did some amazing work 
around the world, incredible vistas, stunning landscapes, crystal clear waters, flora AND fauna. It's 
really amazing out there. 
  
Travel also introduces us to cultures and societal rules that may be new to us. By experiencing lo-
cal traditions and new social mores, we may see that even though societies differ, people may not 
be that different after all.  Mark Twain says “Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-
mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, wholesome, chari-
table views of men and things cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth 
all one's lifetime." This type of learning is experiential, you have to go and see for yourself, meet 
new people, share experiences, learn from each other. So many stories in the Bible begin with a 
call from God to leave the comfort and familiarity of home and begin a spiritual journey. 
  
Getting away from home also releases us from the big and small chores we assign to ourselves 
each day, allowing us to move more slowly, take our time, process things more deeply.  Maybe 
we stop and read the signs when we travel, or take a longer look at the birds when we're walking. 
Maybe this lunch lasts two hours as we sit and talk with our travel partners or some locals. Maybe 
we spend time in the museum being inspired by artists or learning about how people lived in ear-
lier times. 
  
As our creator, God knows how to use our senses to bring us in a closer walk. When we were trav-
eling in Ireland in June, my niece took a picture of a sign in the cathedral that said, "When we visit 
an inspiring place or see something beautiful it plucks at our heart strings. This feeling is the 
voice of the Divine Creator speaking with us through our senses." May we all be blessed to feel 
this wherever we travel this year. 
 
Katie Rienzo 
Director of Communications 
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1, 2, 3 The kids had so 
much fun at VBS This 
year! 
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3 

4 Bells and Bagels event and 
performance 

5 The Freys singing with 
Sandy’s accompaniment 

6 Book Club Party at the Brad-
laus 
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7 Sue the cow during 
Blessing of the Animals 
8 Praise Band! 
9 Blessing of the Animals 
10 Kids Club Barnes Yard 
11 Kids Club Barnes Yard 
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The Breezeway 

Thank you to the anonymous donor who donated stepping stools for the bathrooms. 

Thank you to the anonymous donor who donated plants for the entry way and to 
Gretchen Alencewicz who built the trellises for the plants! Gretchen also 
weeded the signs by Rt. 173 and kept the manse grounds weeded and 
beautiful! 

Thank you to Barb Cotte for providing such beautiful music for us while 
Tom DiGiovanni was on vacation and for Bill Cotte for his ministry while 
Pastor Mary Beth was out of town. 

We’re working on a big project and we need your help - we’re putting 
together a picture directory of our church family! This will give us an 
easy way to put faces with names and get in touch with each other.  
 
But this is not your grandmother’s picture directory. We won’t be hav-
ing a photo company visit to take our pictures and sell us a picture 
package. This is where we need your help.  
 
We would like for you to send us a picture of you and/or your family 
for the directory. Like social media sites, this can be a picture of you 
on vacation, with your pet, or whatever picture you want to use. Also 
include your updated address, best cell phone and emails for you or your family. 
 
Please email this info and your picture to oldgreenwich@ogpc.org by August 23rd. If 
you don’t have a picture, no problem, we can take one for you. And if you would rather not 
be in the picture directory, let us know that also. Thank you! 

Please pray for: Shirley Parrish, Charlotte Pickell’s mother-in-law who is recovering from a fall; Sue 
Dalrymple, whose partner John passed away; for Leni Voorhees, prayers of thanksgiving that she is 
cancer-free and prayers for her continuing recovery; Carol Lee Doeringer’s friend Chris, for several 
tests she is going through, for Carol Lee’s friend Shaun, whose Aunt Deb is undergoing chemothera-
py and radiation for her throat and for Paula and Gary who lost their son after a drowning accident, 
prayers for his family as they grieve; prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of Bennett Donald Winter, 
son of Marissa and Joe Winter, grandson of Lori Metz and Mike Cecere; the Todds’ friend Barb Scott, 
who lost her husband, Bob, to a heart attack; Kathy Finnegan and her family, Kathy has stage 4 can-
cer; Debbie Mowrey and Kathy Huff’s brother-in-law John, who had a heart attack; for Linda Easterly, 
who is having surgery; for Karen Savacool, facing health issues, her husband Jim and family as they 
care for her; Sandy Friedman and her son Stephen as they grieve; Walt Campbell’s family as they 
grieve the death of his cousin, Jack Green; we give thanks for the birth of Mia Kate, Don and Maria 
Hannis’ granddaughter; pray for Sharon Smith’s mother, Agnes Ward, who has been diagnosed with 
breast cancer and is facing surgery; for friends of Sandy Friedman, Katy and Christian and their fami-
ly; Al Brown, who is having health issues, and for Lorraine, who is caring for him; continue to pray for 
Debbie Mowrey and Kathy Huff's sister Brenda; for  those struggling with mental illness and those 
who struggle with addictions and their families. Pray for Sandy & Fritz Hamlin’s daughter- in-law, Rob-
in, who has cancer and her husband, Brent, who is her caregiver. Continue to pray for our home-
bound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of Ukraine and the citizens of Israel 
and Palestine. 
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Picture Directory! 
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Edith Slamp           07/01 
Edward W. Ahart       07/02 
Marissa Cecere Winter 07/03 
Robby Donnelly        07/08 
Debora Smith          07/08 
Alfred Brown          07/08 
Amanda Mowrey         07/08 
Dylan Wayne           07/10 
Christina Schulman    07/10 
Michael Jagiello      07/12 
Christopher Gorzsas   07/14 
Edward Gardner        07/16 
Robert Bouton         07/19 
Linda Oakes           07/22 
Robert Donnelly       07/23 
Charles Frinzi        07/26 
Michael Cecere        07/31 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Donald & Sally Reinhard        07/02 
Christina & Richard Schulman   07/03 
Robert & Kristen Todd          07/04 
Mary & Todd Pritchard          07/04 
Mary Beth & Matt Mardis-LeCroy 07/09 
Robert & Angela Donnelly       07/10 
Bonnie & Julius Phillips       07/15 
Bruce & Sandy Frey             07/16 
JoAnna & Steve Murphy          07/19 
Deborah & Henry Mowrey         07/20 
Ernest & Katherine Maso        07/23 
Sharon & Ralph Jiorle          07/23 
Edward & Susan Gardner         07/28 
John & Lisa MacKinnon III      07/28 
Kristen & Matthew Prall        07/31 

Missy Lemons            08/01 
William Proehl          08/01 
James Shook             08/03 
Karen Kane              08/05 
Marlin Quick            08/06 
Susan Schisler          08/06 
Lisa Kolterjahn         08/07 
Jason Kolterjahn        08/07 
Jayden Schatzabel   08/09 
Mary Pritchard          08/09 
Leah Riewerts           08/10 
Jeremy Slaven           08/11 
Victoria Nagy           08/11 
Emily Slack             08/13 
Lane Wolfe              08/14 
Caleb Pritchard         08/16 
Amy Ahart               08/17 
Ellie Mardis-LeCroy 08/17 
James Todd              08/18 
Zachary Bishop          08/20 

William Lee             08/20 
Melissa Hixon           08/24 
Debra-Ann Merritt     08/24 
Tara Stahlecker         08/27 
Paul Stahlecker         08/28 
Diane Bouton            08/28 
Evan Newbrough        08/29 
Dorothy Purdy           08/30 
Barbara Heater          08/30 
Kristen Prall           08/31 
 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS 
CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Shannon & Steven Bakros     08/01 
Lizzy & John Columbus       08/03 
Deborah & Kenneth Wilson    08/04 
Jeffrey & Jennifer Miller   08/04 
William & Karen Lee         08/07 
Elizabeth & John Kane       08/11 
John & Judith Felch         08/13 
Jessica & Jon Cantagallo    08/16 
Joan & Bradford Holloway    08/17 
William & Susan Schisler    08/18 
Edward W. & Catherine Ahart 08/21 

Children are in bold. 

Children are in bold. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

6 PM Boy Scout Tr 

Ccl 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

 

2 

9 AM Kids Club 

Barnes Yard 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

3 

7:30 PM Christian Ed 

4 

 

5 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

6 

7 

10 AM Worship 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group @ 

College Hill 

8 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

9 

10 AM Art Group 

4:30 PM Personnel 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

10 

9:15 AM Music To-

gether 

11 

12 PM PW Zoom 

Book Club 

7:30 PM AA Wom-

en’s 

12 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

13 

14 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 AM Sun Sch. 

PreK Elem 

11:30 Holy Ground 

3 PM AA 

 

15 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

16 

9 AM Kids Club 

Barnes Yard -

Canceled 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM PW Women’s 

Bible Study 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

17 

9:15 AM Music To-

gether 

18 

9:15 AM Music Together 

12 PM PW Zoom Book 

Club 

4:30 PM Staff Mtg 

5 PM Discipleship 

5 PM Girl Sc Tr 92521 

7:30 PM AA Women’s 

19 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

20 

21 

10 AM Worship 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group @ 

College Hill 

22 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

23 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

7:30 Board of Dea-

cons 

24 25 

12 PM Pw Zoom 

Book Club 

7:30 AA Women’s 

26 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

27 

28 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 AM Sun Sch. 

PreK Elem 

3 PM AA 

29 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

30 

9 AM Kids Club 

Barnes Yard 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

31 

9:15 AM Music To-

gether 

   



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

12 PM Pw Zoom Book 

Club 

7:30 AA Women’s 

2 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

3 

4 

10 AM Worship 

11:15 All Church 

Picnic 

11:30 Holy Ground 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

5 

9:15 AM Music To-

gether 

6 PM Boy Scout Tr 

 Ccl 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

6 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

7 

9:15 AM Music To-

gether 

7:30 PM Christian Ed 

8 

12 PM Pw Zoom Book 

Club 

7:30 AA Women’s 

9 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

10 

11 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 AM Sun Sch. 

PreK Elem 

3 PM AA 

12 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

13 

9 AM Kids Club 

Barnes Yard 

10 AM Art Group 

4:30 PM Personnel 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

14 15 

12 PM PW Zoom Book 

Club 

4:30 PM Staff Mtg 

5 PM Discipleship 

5 PM Girl Sc Tr 92521 

7:30 PM AA Women’s 

16 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

17 

18 

10 AM Outdoor Wor-

ship 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

19 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 PM Session Mtg 

20 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM Women’s Bible 

Study 

4:30 PM Personnel 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

21 22 

12 PM Pw Zoom Book 

Club 

7:30 AA Women’s 

23 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

24 

25 

10 AM Outdoor Wor-

ship 

10:15 Sun Sch PreK 

Elem 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

26 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

27 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

7:30 Board of Dea-

cons 

28 29 

12 PM Pw Zoom Book 

Club 

7:30 AA Women’s 

30 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

31 
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The Breezeway is published monthly by: 
 

 Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church 
 17 Greenwich Church Road 
 Stewartsville, New Jersey 08886-2515 

  

 

www.ogpc.org 

  Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church 

  17 Greenwich Church Road 

  Stewartsville, NJ  08886-2515 
 

  Dated Material 

   Address Service Requested 

 The Breezeway 

“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

