
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Outdoor Worship Season! 

On Sunday, June 2, we begin our summer outdoor worship series. As you may recall, we started 
outdoor worship with our current hay wagon “worship scape” as a way to come together as we 
were coming out of Covid. That first year we worshipped during all kinds of weather, warm sum-
mer days and cold winter mornings wrapped in blankets. And from this experience I think that we 
found that there was just something about worshipping outside that added another element to 
the worship experience. That sitting outside in God’s original sanctuary gave us an appreciation 
for the gift of the Earth and all of its inhabitants.  

There are other blessings that come from worshipping outside. One is that it serves as a reminder 
that “church” is not a building. In Matthew 18:20, Jesus tell us that “Whenever two or more are 
gathered, there I am in the midst of them.” And if we don’t think of church as a building, maybe 
we will carry church with us as we go about our week. 

Author Christy Britton from Acts29.com tells us that worshipping outdoors serves as a visible wit-
ness to our community. She says “Many times, I’ve endured the heat, cold, and rain to cheer on 
my favorite football team. Why would I live with any less passion to gather with my local church to 
worship Christ?” Powerful words right there. 

Health studies also tell us that being outside is just plain good for us and brings joy. Have you 
seen the birds flying as we worship in the outdoor sanctuary? What a beautiful reminder that God 
is with us always. 

We have a lot of exciting plans for outdoor worship for 3 Sundays in June and again in August. In 
June, we’ll be outdoors on June 2, 9 and 16. Join us on June 2 for a baptism, joining of new 
members and communion. June 9 will be our Children’s Worship Service. June 16 we’ll be hav-
ing a Blessing of the Animals so bring your creatures big and small to receive a blessing. 

As you may know, we were recently blessed to received a gift towards a permanent outdoor 
structure. Our Holy Ground committee has been and continues to work on the vision for this 
structure. In the next few weeks you will notice the hay wagon moved around to different loca-
tions and you will receive a survey about your experiences in each place. Please take a moment 
to complete the questions when you receive them. And, as always, keep Old Greenwich in your 
prayers as we work together to discern where God is leading this loving and lovely community. 

Blessings! 

Katie Rienzo 
Director of Communications 
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OGPC Book Club Completes Fifth Season 

Over the last two years, as many as 25 participants, some OGPC members and some not, 
have gathered on a scheduled Thursday evening to share thoughts and insights with each 
other about some of the most famous and infamous books ever written.  We read banned 
books.  We have enjoyed open, honest, respectful discussions about excellent writing, ac-
complished authors, great story telling, dark periods of American history, and the best and 
worst of human behavior.  Virtually no subject is taboo if raised by or relevant to our read-
ings.  Our views, perspectives and opinions often differ.  Sometimes a matter or issue can be 
downright uncomfortable to think about, let alone to speak about.   And that may be the real 
gift of our time together.  By speaking our minds on many different subjects, and truly listen-
ing to each other, week after week, new friendships have formed.  Existing friendships have 
flowered and deepened.  As friends do, we have come to know each other more completely 
in an atmosphere of trust and mutual affection.   And, not incidentally, along the way we have 
all learned a lot about great literature, history and things that happen in real life beyond our 
own experiences. 

The OGPC Book Club just completed its fifth season as we finished our time with The Alche-
mist by Paulo Coelho.  In previous seasons we covered To Kill a Mockingbird, Fahrenheit 451, 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  We will recon-
vene again in the coming Fall to explore our next selection.  We have not yet decided to-
gether what that book will be.  We usually announce our decision two months or so before 
we reconvene so our members have time to obtain and read the book before we start.  In the 
off seasons, winter and summer, we enjoy an evening of food and fellowship with and invited 
friends to celebrate relationships and enjoy lively, uninhibited discussions.   Elder George 
Bradlau and Pastor Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy are co-leaders of the group. 

In one of our Thursday meetings, we were fortunate to have the librarian of North Hunterdon 
High School as our guest.  A nationally recognized leader in the effort to prevent the current 
banning of books, she educated us about the history of book banning in America and 
brought us up to date on increasing efforts to ban books around the country.    

Recently, the OGPC Book Club decided to design and build a “Little Free Library” (LFL) to be 
installed on Greenwich Church Road across the street from the cemetery.   It is a mission of 
the book club to encourage others to read good books.  Our LFL is officially registered with 
the national non-profit Little Free Library organization and is dedicated to the memory of 
OGPC member and dedicated book club member Bob Frey who died in the fall of 2023. 
With Session approval, our Little Free Library is now in place, open for business, and offering 
quality books for both children and adults to any who are interested.   Going forward, the 
LFL will be serviced by book club members. 
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The OGPC Book Club is open to everyone.  To join, you just need to show up at a meeting.  If 
you haven’t already, come on in!   Each book is a new adventure.   Some folks come for one 
book only.  But many stay for all.   Why not check it out?   We are the church. 

Submitted by Elder George Bradlau 
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The Breezeway 

Dates: June 17 - 20 
Time: 5 to 8 PM Includes Dinner! 
This year’s curriculum uses a party them to teach kids 
about friendship, belonging, forgiveness, abundant 
life and purpose. This fun program uses age appropri-
ate versions Jesus’ parables of the wedding feast, the 
Lost Son and the Women at the Well with music and 
activities to teach kids about the Good News. Up to 
5th grade. Use the registration forms below. 

Register for VBS! 
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Thank you to Gretchen Alencewicz for helping 
to make our outdoor spaces beautiful. Gretchen 
weeded both signs on 173 and they look just 
wonderful. 

Also thank you to the anonymous donor who 
filled the bags for children during service with 
new crayons and coloring paper. The colorful 
bags for kids can be picked up at the back of 
the sanctuary to be used during service. 

This recipe came from “A Guide to Good 
Cooking, Recipes Tried and True to be 
Tried on You” by the Women of Old 
Greenwich Presbyterian Church. This 
particular recipe came from the Fifth Edi-
tion published in 1948. The recipe books 
contain lots of history about the church 
and the area. Stop in the office if you ev-
er want to take a look! 

Your Name Here! 

Name Tags are Here! 

The Deacons took up the project to create 
name tags for each of us and they are 
here and ready to wear each Sunday. 
Name tags can be picked up in the Green 
Room after service. Don’t forget to wear 
them each Sunday and say hi to your 
neighbor by name! Thank you Deacons! 
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Eliana Hixon      06/01 
Jillian MacKinnon 06/01 
Brenda Schofield  06/02 
Steve Gooley      06/03 
Abbie Conlon      06/04 
Bridget Beacht    06/06 
George Bradlau    06/08 
Eric Nagy          06/09 
Barbara Repko     06/09 
Maya Slaven       06/09 
Jackson Bradlau   06/10 
Amanda Mrotek     06/11 
Robert Winter     06/14 
Elijah Mauricio   06/17 
Kristen Todd      06/19 
Glenn Snyder Sr.  06/20 
Lizzy Columbus    06/22 
Sue Moore         06/23 
Henry Riewerts    06/24 

Joan Holloway     06/26 
Abraham Frey      06/26 
Newal Duncan      06/26 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Children are in bold. 

Please pray for: Sue Beacht’s niece Meghan, who is undergoing cancer treatment; Carl 
Guthardt’s son-in-law, Dr. Franco Labbadia who recently had open heart surgery, prayers 
for his recovery and for Carl’s daughter Debbie; the Bell family as we remember Sharon 
Bell; Sharon Smith’s mother who is awaiting results from a biopsy; Al Brown, who is hav-
ing health issues, and for Lorraine, who is caring for him, and for their whole family; we 
give thanks for the birth of Gregory Nico, son of Joe and Christine and grandson of Sue 
and Pete Zarrelli; for Georgene Voorhees, Sue Rutan’s sister-in-law, who has pancreatic 
cancer; Debbie Smith’s mother, Bernice Siefert, as she deals with health problems; Kathy 
Huff, recovering from a recent surgery; Robin, friend of Carol Lee Doeringer, recently di-
agnosed with cancer, prayers for her and her family; Jack MacKinnon, John MacKinnon’s 
father, who is declining in health, prayers for him and also his wife, Annise MacKinnon, 
John’s mother, who is caring for him; Lillie, who was diagnosed with leukemia in Jan 
2023; Sue Dalrymple’s partner John, prayers for comfort and hope and God's love to be 
made real; prayers for Kathy Finnegan and her family - Kathy has stage IV cancer; pray-
ers for Barbara Martin and her family; prayers for Sandy Stalder-Frey’s father, Glen, who 
is facing health issues; Leni Voorhees, who has been diagnosed with cancer; continue to 
pray for Debbie Mowrey's sister Brenda; for  those struggling with mental illness and 
those who struggle with addictions and their families. Pray for Sandy & Fritz Hamlin’s 
daughter- in-law, Robin, who has cancer and her husband, Brent, who is her caregiver. 
Continue to pray for our homebound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the 
citizens of Ukraine and the citizens of Israel and Palestine.  

P
R
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Y

E
R

S
 

Jack & Marcia Taylor III     5-Jun 
Tom DiGiovanni & Amy Ahart    9-Jun 
Charles & Barbara Frinzi   10-Jun 
Bruce & Betsy Gaston       10-Jun 
Philip & Patricia Millon   10-Jun 
Eric & Candace Nagy        12-Jun 
Sandra & Steve Friedman    17-Jun 
Richard & Wendy Theurer    20-Jun 
George & Susan Bradlau     20-Jun 
Donald & Maria Hannis      20-Jun 
Micha & Jamie Fell         20-Jun 
Alfred & Lorraine Brown    22-Jun 
Debora & Jerry Smith       24-Jun 
Mike & Missy Lemons        24-Jun 
Glenn & Mabel Snyder Sr.   25-Jun 
Frederic & Sandra Hamlin   26-Jun 
Leslie & Tom Strozeski     27-Jun 
Alison & Shaw Williams     27-Jun 
John & Linda Oakes Jr.     30-Jun 
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June 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

10 AM Outdoor Worship 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group @CH 

3 

6 PM Boy Sc. Tr. Council 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 AA 

4 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

5 

9:15 AM Music Together 

7:30 Christian Ed 

6 

12 PM PW Zoom Book  

7:30 AA Women’s 

7 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

8 

9 

10 AM Outdoor Worship - 

Children’s Day 

11:30 AM Holy Ground 

3 PM AA 

 

10 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 AA 

11 

10 AM Art Group 

4:30 PM Personnel 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

12 

9:15 AM Music Together 

13 

12 PM PW Zoom Book  

7:30 AA Women’s 

14 - Flag Day 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

15 

16 - Father’s Day 

10 AM Outdoor Worship - 

Blessing of the Animals 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group @CH 

17 

5 PM VBS 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 AA 

7:30 Session Mtg 

18 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM PW Women’s 

Bible Study 

5 PM VBS 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

19 - Juneteenth 

9:15 AM Music Together 

5 PM VBS 

20 

12 PM PW Zoom Book  

4:30 Staff Mtg 

5 PM Discipleship 

5PM Girl Scout 92521 

5 PM VBS 

7:30 AA Women’s 

21 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

22 

1:30 PM Piano Recital 

23 

8:30 AM Bells and Ba-

gels 

10 AM Worship Svc 

3 PM AA 

 

24 

12:30 PM Staff Lunch 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

25 

10 AM Art Group 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

7:30 Deacons 

26 27 

12 PM PW Zoom Book  

7:30 AA Women’s 

28 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

29 

30 

10 AM Worship Svc 

3 PM AA 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

