
 

 

“And a Little Child Shall Lead Them” 

You may have noticed on the first Sunday of each month, our children and youth serve as liturgists. We 
thought we would take a moment to explain why we feel that this is such an important part of our worship, 
and our commitment to helping kids grow in their faith. 

Why do our children lead worship?  

When children lead worship, they infuse the room with enthusiasm and joy. “The joy of the Lord is your 
strength,” we hear in Nehemiah 8:10. One of the more difficult things for us to do when we come to wor-
ship is to leave our worries at the door and focus on our God, who loves us more than we can imagine. 
Children have a beautiful way of breaking down these barriers, refocusing our attention, surprising us, and 
moving us into a more open and receptive posture to allow in God’s love and grace.   

When children lead worship, we feel hope. It’s so easy to feel hopeless in this world. But when we witness 
children earnestly reading, praying, singing and dancing with all their hearts, it fills our empty tanks with 
fresh hope and an expectation that God’s goodness and grace will find us.  

When children lead worship, the adult leaders in our church become more interested in our ministries 
with our children and youth. We then be more likely to invest in, be curious about, and encourage our 
children’s ministries because we are witnessing something powerful going on when we see our children 
lead.  

When children lead worship, we feel invited in. Grandparents, or other family friends, who have not at-
tended church in years may start coming back because our children are a regular part of the worship ex-
perience. Children are often eager to invite others to anything that is exciting to them, and leading wor-
ship is just that. And when we see their excitement, we get excited too! 

When children lead worship, the opportunities afforded to them will often result in a lifelong commit-
ment to the church, and to continuing to grow in faith and love for God and for God’s people.  

When children lead worship, we are beginning to live out that ancient prophecy from Isaiah, “… and a lit-
tle child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:8).  

May it be so! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mary Beth 

Based on the article, "Let Children Lead Worship!," found here: https://churchleaders.com/worship/146842-the-benefits-of-
children-leading-worship.html#:~:text=The%20benefits%20to%20the%20congregation,needs%20to%20be%20reminded%20of. 
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1:We had 4 baptisms in April and welcomed Daniella Rose, Charlotte Grace, Emily Jane and Abigail 
June to the OGPC family; 2 & 3: Church Care and Kinship hosted an old Bible Display and fellowship 
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 Picture highlights from  April! 
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5:Member Inquiry Class joining on June 2nd!  6:Sprucing up the church grounds for Spring 7: The 
Book Club started their spring session 
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DEACON SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Deacons award scholarships for camp and/or post-secondary programs each year in 
memory of Rev. Richard Gibbins. Applications can be found in the "scholarship" mail slot in the 
resource room or on our website: ogpc.org. Deadline for applications is May 22nd. Written ap-
plications can be submitted to Deacon Moderator Rob Rodd or Ernie Maso, online forms are 
emailed automatically. Questions? Contact Ernie Maso at ernie.maso@gmail.com  

A FOUNDATION OF FAITH established during childhood through young adulthood helps 
ensure lifelong faith and service. When you give to the Pentecost Offering, you are helping 
to provide opportunities for young people to grow and share in their faith in Christ.  Give 
through OGPC, text PENTECOST to 91999, use the QR code or give online at pcusa.org/
give/Pentecost. 

A BIG thank you to the Boy Scouts and their leaders 
who helped clean and beautify the church grounds for 
Spring. Also thank you to Gretchen Alencewicz for her 
volunteer work outside. Gretchen added the wooden 
plant stands to the front of the church and also weeded 
the sign on the corner of Beatty’s and Route 173. 
THANK YOU!!!! 

Dates: June 17 - 20 
Time: 5 to 8 PM Includes Dinner! 
 

Using a party theme, this year’s curriculum teaches 
kids about friendship, belonging, forgiveness, abun-
dant life and purpose. This fun program uses age ap-
propriate versions Jesus’ parables of the wedding 
feast, the Lost Son and the Women at the Well with 
music and activities to teach kids about the Good 
News. Up to 5th grade. Volunteers needed, see Elder 
Lisa Kolterjahn for details. 

Mark Your Calendars for VBS! 



 

 

PAGE 7 The Breezeway 

The Grace Notes Gospel Big Band is a group of musicians 
and singers from all areas and denominations of the Lehigh 
Valley dedicated to spreading God's word. Their 20 piece 
big band and 4 vocalists will perform classics like Blessed 
Assurance, He Lives, Swing Lo, Sweet Chariot and Amazing 
Grace, among many others. The concert is free, a free will 
offering will be collected. 

Join us Saturday, May 11 for a Spaghetti Dinner and special concert by the Grace 
Notes Gospel Big Band.  

Spaghetti Dinner at 6 PM, concert begins at 7:30! Please sign up in Memorial Hall so 
we can prepare for the dinner! 

Get out your lawn chairs and sunscreen and join us for Out-
door Worship on the following dates (weather permitting): 
 
June 2, June 9, June 16, August 18, August 25 and Septem-
ber 1 
 
This year services will feature a Praise Band! Don’t miss these 
inspiring services on the front lawn of the church! 

Outdoor Worship!! 
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Daniel Hixon  05/02 
Jillian Miller     05/02 
Justin Rienzo  05/02 
James Savacool    05/04 
Jeffrey Miller    05/04 
Michael Todd      05/05 
Dorothy Mitchell  05/06 
Jeanne Stahlecker 05/06 
Suzanne Newbrough 05/10 
Samuel Immanuel   05/11 
Kurt Grimm        05/13 
Jack Taylor III   05/14 
Jacqueline Miller 05/16 
Sherri Ann Wolfe  05/18 
Alan Smith        05/20 
 

Catherine Ahart   05/22 
Christine Lee     05/22 
Ava Hixon         05/24 
Maria Hannis      05/25 
Sally Reinhard    05/27 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Donald & Kim Mrotek        05/14 
Cheryl & John Garcia       05/18 
Jodie & Thomas Garvey      05/24 
Michael & Jaelene Slaven   05/25 
Lori Metz & Michael Cecere 05/25 
James & Karen Savacool     05/26 

Children are in bold. 

Please pray for: Sue Dalrymple’s partner John who is in palliative care, prayers for God's 
most tender love to be made real; Geri Waterman, Anita Campbell’s daughter's mother in 
law who fell and broke bones in her foot and cracked some vertebrae, she is currently in the 
hospital; prayers for Kathy Finnegan and her family - Kathy has stage IV cancer; prayers for 
Barbara Martin and her family; prayers for Sandy Stalder-Frey who broke a bone in her ankle 
while visiting her father, Glen, prayers for quick healing for Sandy as well as her father, who is 
facing health issues; prayers for friends of Ernie and Kathy Maso, Albey Keiderling, who has 
dementia, and his wife Toni; Leni Voorhees, who has been diagnosed with cancer; Dave 
Slack, who was hospitalized with a mild heart blockage; Sue Zarelli’s sister-in-law, Lisa; for 
the family of Charlie Litton, who passed away (cousin to Barb Frinzi, Harry Pursel, Ed Ahart, 
Tom Ahart, Don Pursel, Bill Litton and Jamie Litton); Mary Pritchard and her family, in addi-
tion to tending to her own healing, both Mary’s daughter Lily and Mary’s mother have been 
in the ICU; the Mandeville family, and especially Rob Todd’s friend, Kyle, whose father died 
after a long battle with Aphasia; Trish Millon who had a successful spinal stimulator surgery, 
prayers for her upcoming surgery to implant a permanent device; Bill Millan, for healing, 
and sustaining prayers for Bill’s spouse Susan, both members of OGPC Book Club; for Deb-
bie Smith, for healing and rest, and for the medical professionals as they determine the 
cause of her infection; Continue to pray for Debbie Mowrey's sister Brenda, who has suf-
fered a second stroke, as well as her sister Kathy; for  those struggling with mental illness 
and those who struggle with addictions and their families. Pray for Sandy & Fritz Hamlin’s 
daughter- in-law, Robin, who has cancer and her husband, who is her caregiver. Continue to 
pray for our homebound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens of 
Ukraine and the citizens of Israel and Palestine. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9:15 AM Music To-

gether 

12 PM GNS Music 

7:30  PM Christian 

Ed 

2 

12 PM GNS Playtime 

12 PM PW Zoom 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

7:30 PM Choir 

3 

Office Closed 

4 PM GNS Family Fun 

Fest 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

4 

9 AM Turn Junk into 

Treasure (7:30 setup) 

5 

10 AM Worship 

11:15 AM Com. Out-

reach 

11:30 AM Holy 

Ground 

3 PM AA 

4:30 Girl Scout 

6 PM Youth Group 

6 

6 PM Boy Sc Tr Coun-

cil 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7 

10 AM Art Group 

7:30 PM AA 

8 

9:15 Music Together 

12 GNS Music 

9 

12 PM GNS Playtime 

12 PM PW Zoom 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

7:30 PM Choir 

10 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

11 

6:00 PM Spaghetti 

Dinner 

7:30 PM Grace Notes 

12 - Mother’s Day 

9 AM Sun Sch Mid & 

High 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 AM Sun Sch 

PreK Elem 

3 PM AA 

 

13 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

14 

10 AM Art Group 

4:30 PM Personnel 

7:30 PM AA 

15 

9:15 Music Together 

12 GNS Music 

16 

12 PM PW Zoom 

4:30 PM Staff Mtg 

5 PM Discipleship 

5 PM Girl Scouts 

6 PM Book Club 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

7:30 PM Choir 

17 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

18 

19 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 AM Sun Sch 

PreK Elem 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

20 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 PM Session Mtg 

21 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM Women’s 

Bible Study 

7:30 PM AA 

22 

9:15 Music Together 

23 

12 PM PW Zoom 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

7:30 PM Choir 

24 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

25 

Raritan Valley Music 

Concert @ OGPC 

26 

9 AM Sun Sch. Mid & 

High 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 AM Sun Schl 

PreK Elem 

3 PM AA 

 

27 Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

 

 

28 

10 AM Art Group 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 Deacon’s Mtg 

29 

9:15 Music Together 

30 

12 PM PW Zoom 

7:30 PM Women’s AA 

7:30 PM Choir 

31 

Office Closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

