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On February 14 – Ash Wednesday – we enter into our Lenten season (there's no offi-
cial connection to Valentine's Day, by the way! Ash Wednesday just happens to fall on 
Valentine's Day this year).  

I love the season of Lent (I know; I know – I say that about every season of the church 
year!), but I really do love Lent. I love how it invites us to reflect honestly about where 
we are with God, with ourselves and with the rest of the world. I love that during Lent, 
we get to ask the real questions, the tough questions: questions about sin and grace, 
forgiveness and reconciliation, suffering and redemption, life and death. 

We begin Lent with an Ash Wednesday service of worship (7:30PM at the church). Ash 
Wednesday is a day of repentance and confession – and always includes the imposi-
tion of ashes, a penitential tradition that harkens back to the Hebrew Bible. The ashes 
remind us that we are made from dust, and to that dust, we shall return.  

But this is not such bad news. If we come from dust, and are going back to the dust, 
that means that nothing, ultimately, is in our hands. God created us from the ground, 
and, with God, we’re going back there. We trust that God will hold us; that, even in 
the grave, God will not forsake us. 

Ash Wednesday reminds us that we can trust God – we can trust God with our work 
and worship, our discernment and dreams, our hopes and hang-ups, all of it. Nothing 
is up to us, ultimately. And if that is true, then we might start to worry a little less about 
details and deadlines, our future and our fears. What if Ash Wednesday – and Lent, for 
that matter – in all its seriousness and solemnity, also teaches us, simply, about living 
for today, just today, and not worrying about tomorrow?  

From ashes we came. To ashes we will return. And through it all, we belong to God.  
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Pastor Mary Beth 
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CONGRATULATIONS CONGREGATION! We not only 
met, we exceeded our pledge goal of $260,000 by 
reaching $273,994 in pledges for 2024 with 76 pledg-
ing units. Thank you so much for your generosity and 
believing in God’s work that we do together! We can’t 
wait to see what God has in store for us for 2024! 
 

PER CAPITA IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL MEMBERS of the 
Presbyterian Church to participate equally, responsibly and inter-
dependently in ministry and mission. In the entryway, you will see 
this poster filled with 243 people outlines. This represents each 
member of the church for whom we pay per capita. When you 
make your $42.50 payment, or yours and someone else’s, please 
color in an outline! Our goal is to fully color in the graphic repre-
senting each of our members. Together, and with God’s help, 
nothing is impossible for OGPC!! 

The Fish & Chyps group making their mark 
on the wall of the Youth Room at College 
Hill in Easton PA. 
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This beginner (and some more advanced) group 
of bell ringers had a great time under the tute-
lage of our Director of Music, Tom DiGiovanni 

with help from Mia DiGiovanni. They all had fun 
ringing on one, two, three or four! 

Join us for this exciting Co-
ministry with our friends at 
College Hill in Easton, PA. 
Bring a dish to share and 
families, bring your kids! 

OGPC Community Outreach 
 
Thank you to all who donated cleaning and paper supplies to Safe Harbor 
in Easton, PA! Want to get involved in Feb? Here are two opportunities: 
 
DIAPER AND BABY WIPE COLLECTION - OGPC will be collecting diapers 
and baby wipes through Sunday, February 18.  Everything will be donated 
to St Anne's Center/Grandma's House in Phillipsburg. The St Anne's Cen-
ter is a comfortable home for women working toward goals and independ-
ence while caring for their young children.   

SOUPERBOWL IN FEBRUARY - OGPC will be collecting homemade soup 
in 1 quart containers during the month of February.  The containers are 
available in the church kitchen.  Please make your favorite homemade 
soup, label the container, freeze it and bring it to the church freezer by 
Sunday, February 25.  The soups will be delivered to 27 shut-ins families in 
our community during the first week in March. 



 

 

 

 

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study, “Sacred Encounters,” will be back on schedule meeting the 
THIRD week on February, the 20th, at noon, in the Prayer Room. We’ll be looking at “A Bleeding 
Woman Encounters Christ,” chapter three. No book? Join us anyway, the sessions stand alone, you 
won’t be lost if you jump in anytime. Can’t make it in person? Join the Zoom session on Thursdays at 
noon. Contact Lisa Gray for details. 
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SUNDAY FLORAL DEDICATIONS 
The cost to purchase floral arrangements for the Communion table is $20 each.  
 

You may sign up for dedicated flower arrangements to honor or remember loved ones. Please con-
tact Robert Todd at 908-235-9322 / ogpcflowers@gmail.com to place an order and arrange dedica-
tion.  
 

Orders should be placed one week to two weeks in advance only prior to the service date which you 
would like the dedication to appear in the Sunday bulletin.  

HOME COMMUNION 
If you would like to receive home Communion, 
or know of someone who would like to receive 
Communion at home, please contact Pastor 
Mary Beth at pastormarybeth@gmail.com.  

To Ellen Viscel, Sue Bradlau, George Bradlau, Lisa Kolterjahn and Doreen 
Macchia-Germain for helping to pack up and put away Christmas! 

TRANSPORTATION 
If you know of someone who needs transporta-
tion to and from church (other trips possible as 
well) please let Deacon Ernie Maso (908) 619-
8517 or Pastor Mary Beth know. 

Carol Lee Doeringer gives thanks that an EMT was close by and able to help when she fell re-
cently; prayers for Wendy Theurer as she grieves the death of her sister, Elaine and prayers for 
Elaine’s loved ones. Continue to pray for Debbie Mowrey's sister Brenda, who has suffered a 
second stroke, prayers of healing and strength. Also, Debbie Mowrey's sister, Kathy needs pray-
ers for healing. Pray for Joan Pursel and her family, especially her sister Karen, who is in hospice 
care in Arizona. Prayers for Tammy and Mike Ludwig, friends of Barb and Charlie Frinzi, whose 
son Zach was killed on New Year's Eve. Pray for all those facing illness or circumstances that 
seem insurmountable. Pray for healing for Mary Pritchard, who was hit by a car a few weeks ago. 
Rainie, daughter of Kathleen Scala’s good friend, hit by a car needs continued prayers. Pray for  
those struggling with mental illness and those who struggle with addictions and their families. 
Please pray for Anita Campbell, healing from  foot surgery on 1/9; Pray for Sandy & Fritz Ham-
lin’s daughter- in-law, Robin, who has cancer; prayers for Stephen Toman. Lord we give you 
thanks for the generosity of our congregation, and guide us as we do your work in this new year. 
Continue to pray for our homebound members; those serving in our Armed Forces; the citizens 
of Ukraine and the citizens of Israel and Palestine. 
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CHURCH CARE AND KINSHIP 
The Church Care and Kinship committee is already planning how to make next Christmas special by 
reserving seats at the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse in Hampton, NJ. Date is Sunday, Dec. 8, 2024. 
Doors open at 2:30, price is for a meal and the show, $82 for adults, $72 for children. Reserve your 
spot with a $10 deposit given to Cathy Ahart. Signup sheet is in Memorial Hall. 

mailto:Robert_Todd@iclouc.com
mailto:pastormarybeth@gmail.com
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02/01      Lori Metz 
02/02      Vivian North 
02/04      Jennifer Miller  
02/04      Cooper Marino 
02/05      Juliana Mowrey 
02/05      Howard Bell 
02/07      Charlotte Marino 
02/08      Jodie Garvey 
02/11      Susan Bradlau 
02/12      Betsy Gaston 
02/12      Amanda Stetler 
02/12      Robert Luzietti 
02/13      Candace Nagy 

02/15      Marcia Taylor 
02/16      Cheryl Garcia 
02/17      Hailey Prall 
02/17      Emily Kolterjahn 
02/19      Sebastian Hill     
02/20      Julia Deemer 
02/20      Susan Gardner 
02/20      Samantha Hillier 
02/20      Barbara Hartzell 
02/21      Shannon Bakros 
02/22      Adam Stetler 
02/22      Phyllis Dietz 
02/25      Lauren Kane 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  

Kurt & Barbara Grimm     02/12/1977 
Lisa & Raymond Gray      02/14/1995 
Brittany & Cody Crowley 02/15/2020 

Children are in bold. 

2024 NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING - PART II  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2024  
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting - 
Part II of the Congregation and Religious Corpora-
tion of the First Presbyterian Church of Greenwich 
Township, in the County of Warren, will be held on 
Sunday, February 4, 2024, immediately following 
the 10 am service of worship.    
 

The following will be presented:  
Reports of the Session Committees   
Financial Secretary’s Report   
Treasurer’s Report  
Audit Committee’s Report  
The 2024 Budget 
 

Any other business which comes before the Con-
gregation may be transacted at this meeting.  
 
 

Attest: 
Jennifer Miller, Clerk of Session  
Rev. Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy, Pastor, Moderator  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

12 PM GNS Playtime 

12 PM PW Zoom 
Book club 

7:30  PM Choir Prac-
tice 

 

2 

Office closed 

7 PM ACoA  

7:30 PM AA 

3 

4 

10 AM Worship 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group at 
College Hill 

7 PM AA Women 

5 

6 PM Boy Scout Tr 
Council 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

6 

10 AM Art Group 

7:30 PM AA 

7 

9:15 AM Music Tog 

10:15 AM Music Tog 

12 PM GNS Music 

3 PM Mom’s Group 

7:30 PM Christian Ed 

8 

12 PM GNS Play 

12PM PW Zoom Book 
Club 

7:30 Choir Practice 

9 

Office closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

10 

11 

9 AM Sun Sch M& H 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Sun Sch  Elem 

3 PM AA 

7 PM AA Women 

 

12 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 PM Session Mtg. 

13 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM P res Women’s 
Bible Study 

4:30 PM Personnel 

7:30 PM AA 

7:30 PM Deacons 

14 

9:15 AM Music Tog. 

10:15 AM Music Tog. 

12 PM GNS Music 

7:30 PM Ash Wednes-
day Service 

15 

12 PM GNS Play 

12PM PW Zoom Book 
Club 

5 PM Discipleship 

5 PM Girl Scouts 

7:30 PM Choir Prac-
tice 

16 

Office closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 AA 

17 

18 

9:40 AM Lenten Pray 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Sun Sch Elem 

3 PM AA 

6 PM Youth Group 

7 PM AA Women 

19 

President’s Day 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

20 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM Pres Women’s 
Bible Study 

7:30 PM AA 

21 

9:15 AM Music Tog. 

10:15 AM Music Tog. 

12 PM GNS Music 

5:30 PM Bread for the 
Journey OGPC 

22 

12 PM GNS Play 

12PM PW Zoom Book 
Club 

7:30 PM Choir Prac-
tice 

23 

Office closed 

7 PM ACoA 

7:30 PM AA 

24 

8 AM Girl Scouts 
World 

25 

9 AM Sun Sch M&H 

9:40 Lenten Pray 

10 AM Worship 

10:15 Sun Sch Elem 

3 PM AA 

7 PM AA Women 

26 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7:30 PM AA 

27 

10 AM Art Group 

12 PM P res Women’s 
Bible Study 

7:30 PM AA 

28 

9:15 AM Music Tog. 

10:15 AM Music Tog. 

12 PM GNS Music 

5:30 Bread for the 
Journey College Hill 

29 

12 PM GNS Play 

12PM PW Zoom Book 
Club 

7:30 PM Choir Prac-
tice 

  

Pastor’s Continuing Ed Week 

Pastor’s Cont Ed 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers” 

We are a gun-free church and church grounds.  

http://www.ogpc.org

