
 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING TO GOD THROUGH POETRY 
 

 During the season of Lent, Elders Katie Rienzo and Abbie Conlon, along with Pastor Mary Beth, are co-facilitating a weekly 
poetry group. In this one-hour session, we listen for the voice of God through the art of the poem, exploring themes such as doubt, 
faith, love, grief and identity.  
 Below is a poem we read together during our first session. As part of a Lenten invitation, I invite you to read and reflect  
upon it, too.  
 Irish poet P§draig Ď Tuama has written three òcollects,ó which are prayers people pray together, usually during a worship  
service. A collect typically includes five parts: invocation, acknowledgement, petition, aspiration and pleading.  Do you see these five 
parts in the poem below? What reactions do you have when you read Ď Tuamaõs poem? Try reading it aloud (as collects are meant to be 
read aloud, òcollectivelyó). Does reading the prayers/poem aloud change what you hear? What about reading it aloud with someone 
else? Do you hear it differently once again? What does this poem say about faith? About doubt? What does it tell us about ourselves? 
What does it tell us about God?  
 To explore questions like these in a group, consider joining us at an upcoming session (each session stands alone). We meet on 
the Thursdays in March (March 16, 23 and 30) from 6:30 to 7:25 pm. 
May God bless us during this season of Lent as we listen together for Godõs words and wisdom through the holy art of poetry. 
 

      Collect       by Pádraig Ó Tuama 

God of watching,  
whose gaze I doubt and rally against both, but in which I take refuge, despite my limited vision. 
Shelter me today, 
against the flitting nature of my own focus, and help me find a calm kind of standing. 
And when I falter, which is likely, 
give me the courage and the kindness to begin again with hope and coping. 
For you are the one whose watchfulness is steady. 
Amen. 
 
God of silence, 
who watches our growth and decay, who watches tsunamis and summer holidays, 
who cares for the widow, the orphan, the banker, the terrorist, the student, 
the politician, the poet, the freedom fighter. 
We pray to be nurtured in our own silences. 
We pray that we might find in those silences 
truth, compassion, fatigue and hearing. 
Because you, you, you see all, and are often silent. 
And we need to hope that you are not inattentive to our needs. 
Amen. 
 
God of darkness, 
You must be the god of darkness because if you are not, who else can we turn to? 
Turn to us now. Turn to us. 
Turn your face to us. 
Because it is dark here. 
And we are in need. We are people in need. 
We can barely remember our own truth, and if you too have forgotten, then we are without a hope of a map. 
Turn to us now. Turn to us. 
Turn your face to us. 
Because you turned toward us in the body of incarnation. 
You turned toward us. 
Amen. 
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HOME COMMUNION 
 

If you would like to receive home communion, or 
know of someone who would like to receive home 
communion, please contact Pastor Mary Beth at 
pastormarybeth@gmail.com.  

SUNDAY FLORAL DEDICATIONS 
 

The cost to purchase arrangements for the altar is $20 
each.  
 

You may sign up for dedicated flower arrangements to 
honor or remember loved ones. Please contact Robert 
Todd at 908-235-9322 / Robert_Todd@icloud.com 
to place an order and arrange dedication.  
 

Orders should be placed one week to two weeks in advance 
only prior to the service date which you would like the 
dedication to appear in the bulletin.  

to: Ellen Viscel, Debra Smith, Jennifer Miller, 
Gretchen Alencewicz and Cathy Ahart for their 
assistance with the two funeral luncheons held this past 
month; Scott Schofield for help with the electric in 
the sanctuary (again!); Harry Pursel for painting the 
new Prayer Room; Kathleen Scala for getting help to 
dispose of the old copier, in an environmentally safe 
manner. 

SIGN UP ONLINE TO BE A 
LAY READER 

 

Great news! You can now use our 
website to sign up to be a Sunday 
morning lay reader! Go to  
ogpc.org, click on the òMusic & 
Worshipó tab, and on the drop-

down menu, click on òSign up to be a Lay Reader.ó It will 
bring up Sunday dates and you enter your name for the 
week youõd like to be lay reader. You will receive a Lay 
Reader Bulletin via email on the Thursday prior to the 
Sunday you are scheduled so you will have everything to 
go over in advance. Questions? Please see Lisa Kolterjahn 
or email her at lkolterjahn88@gmail.com. 

MAKING ROOM FOR GOD 
 

During the Sundays in Lent (February 26 - 
March 26), you may notice that our Sunday  
10 am service looks and feels a little different: a 
little less talking, a little more music, and a little 
more silence. In addition to a bit more spacious 
Sunday morning service, we are also offering 
a prayer time from 9:45 to 10:00 am (also 
February 26 - March 26), in the old youth room 
right next to the sanctuary. All are welcome to 
this sacred space, where for 15 minutes or so, 
we will sing simple music, listen to the Word, 
and sit in silence together.  

No firearms of any kind are allowed on OGPC property except for police and security personnel. This policy covers the 
building (Sanctuary, Memorial Hall, Trinity Wing, etc.) and all OGPC owned land around it. The NO GUN POLICY 
statement, adopted by Session reads: 
 

OGPC GUN FREE POLICY 
On January 16, 2023 at a regularly scheduled meeting, the Session of Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church voted  
unanimously to establish the land and facility of Old Greenwich Church to be a gun free zone. From thenceforth, it is 
the determination of the Session that NO FIREARMS of any kind will be allowed anywhere on church property at any 
time except as carried, maintained or under the control of active duty police and qualified and permitted retired police 
or designated security guards. This policy applies to all people who enter upon the property of the church including but 
not limited to church staff, members and friends, all guests, private contractors and delivery people, and all who use the 
church facility for authorized purposes including but not limited to Greenwich Nursery School, Alcoholics Anonymous, 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and any other persons, groups, or organizations who may use church land or facilities for their 
own purposes whether or not authorized by the church. 
Violators of this policy will be subject to removal and/or arrest by the police. 

mailto:pastormarybeth@gmail.com
mailto:Robert_Todd@iclouc.com
http://ogpc.org/
mailto:lkolterjahn88@gmail.com
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*Children are in bold. 

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES  
IN MARCH: 

03/09/1985 William & Marsha Proehl 
03/21/2008 Henry Riewerts & Diane Tribble  
03/24/2001 James & Heather Todd 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!  
 

Folks of all ages are welcome to join our intergenerational drumming group Rejoicing Rhythms, led by Betsy  
Gaston... AND/OR our intergenerational chimes group, The Greenwich Ringers, led by Tom DiGiovanni. See  
schedule below! Each session meets right before worship, 9:30 - 9:50 am. This is a great way to make a joyful 
noise, no matter your age or musical experience!  Questions? Please see Tom DiGiovanni, Betsy Gaston, or Pastor 
Mary Beth! 
 

Chimes: March 19, April 16, April 30 + performance 
 

Drumming: May 7 & 21, June 4 + perform 

03/02 Barbara Frinzi 
 Donald Mrotek 
03/04 Jennifer Cichone 
03/07 Francis Rienzo  
 Mimi Rienzo 
03/09 Susann Dalrymple 
03/11 John Oakes, Jr. 
 Sandra Hamlin 
03/14 Patricia Marino 
03/18 Nathaniel Brown-
Campello 
03/20 BettyAnn Stetler 

03/23 John MacKinnon III 
 Maria Miller 
03/24 Micha Fell 
03/25 Carol Lee Doeringer 
 Emma Jagiello 
03/26 Eleanor Cawley 
 Evelyn Crowley 
03/29 Gretchen Alencewicz 
 Jacob Epstein 
 Emily Mauricio 
03/30 Bianca Buckwalter 
03/31 Penny Torcivia  

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH 

LENTEN PER CAPITA INVITATION 
 

If you are like me, you often struggle during Lent to come up with something to give up. Whether it be sweets or 
morning coffees, it can be difficult to choose something to stick with. The Discipleship Committee would like to 
invite you to join us in a Lenten Per Capita challenge. For the 40 days of Lent, we would like you to consider 
ògiving upó a dollar a day to go towards your per capita pledge. (As a reminder, the per capita is the price per  
member our church pays towards our wider denomination). The 2023 amount per person is $42.50, so by putting 
$40 away throughout Lent, you will have basically fulfilled your per capita amount. Last year, our church raised 
around $3,000 in per capita pledges; but no matter how much we raise, we are committed to paying the full 
amount because we believe our connections to one another and to the wider church are holy, necessary and good!  
 

Letõs come together this Lenten season to help our church to thrive with the full support of our per capita pledges 
(which is around $13,000). There are countdown calendars located in the back of the sanctuary (narthex) for you 
to put on your fridge to track your progress throughout Lent. This could also be a fun family event to open avenues 
of communication on thoughtful giving in church. Please see anyone on the Discipleship Committee with any  
questions you may have. (Al Marino, Abbie Conlon, Charlie Frinzi, Rob Todd, Katie Rienzo (ex officio), Pastor 
MB (ex officio). Thank you! 

- Elder Abbie Conlon 
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YOUTH  
ACTIVITIES  

 

Our youth (middle and 
high schoolers)  ministry 
partnership with College 
Hill Presbyterian Church 
has resumed and will  

continue every first and third Sunday until  
May 7.  
 

We meet at College Hill Presbyterian (501 
Brodhead St, Easton PA). Note that in 2023, 
there will be no dinner provided.  
 

Questions? Please see Pastor Mary Beth or 
email her at pastormarybeth@gmail.com.  

 
 

   

  

 

   

   

LENTEN POETRY GROUP 
 

Elders Katie Rienzo and Abbie Conlon, along with Pastor 
Mary Beth, are thrilled to offer a poetry group for our 
church and community during the season of Lent.  
 

We will explore themes such as grief, love, redemption, 
doubt/faith, beauty, and identity... through poetry.  
 

We will meet every Thursday during  March (16, 23 
and 30) from 6:30 pm to 7:25 pm.  
 

Each session stands on its own, so come to one, two, or 
more sessions! This is a class for beginners, so no exper-
tise expected!  
 

INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS!  
 OPEN TO THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY!  
 

Questions? Please email Pastor Mary Beth 
at pastormarybeth@gmail.com.   

COMMUNITY WATERCOLOR 
PAINTING GROUP 

 

Do you prefer images over words? If so, 
thereõs a place for you! Our watercolor 
painting group meets every Tuesday at 
10 am in the Resource Room (next to the 
church office).  
Experts to beginnersé all are welcome, 
church and community members alike!! 
Want to learn more? Please email the 
church office at oldgreenwich@ogpc.org. 

mailto:pastormarybeth@gmail.com
mailto:pastormarybeth@gmail.com
mailto:oldgreenwich@ogpc.org
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

Presbyterian Women meet monthly on the third Tuesday of each month at the church in 
the room behind the pastorõs office at NOON. We will be using Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh 
Look at the Ten Commandments, written by The Rev. Eugenia Gamble. The study can be or-
dered at Presbyterianwomen.org or call/text Lisa Gray to get it - 973-476-4720 or email her 
at Lisa_A_Gray@outlook.com. 

Youõre invited to the 7th ANNUAL IRON PIGS BASEBALL GAME - Saturday, July 29, 
2023, at 6:35 pm, at Coca Cola Park, Allentown, PA. 
 

Tickets are $17 per person (includes a $2 credit to be applied toward a food or merchandise purchase with-
in the park). ALL payments while in the park are cashless - debit or credit cards only.  
 

Children ages 2 and under are free if they sit in their parentsõ lap. There will be access to air conditioning;  
$5 per car for parking; park is handicap accessible and very kid-friendly; ample parking with shuttle service from  
distant lots. (Carpooling is strongly suggested); fireworks featured directly after the game (weather permitting).  
All OGPC members, their families and friends can attend. 
 

Contact Walter or Anita Campbell with any questions. 908-479-4737 /souptime2222@gmail.com 
 

Cash or checks payable to òAnita Campbelló   PAYMENT DEADLINE - Sunday, April 30, 2023. 

PW LENTEN BOOK STUDY 
 

 If youõre looking for a way to deepen your Lenten journey with other women, using a book study called Meeting 
Jesus at the Table, by Cynthia Campbell and Christine Fohr... hereõs how. It meets on Thursdays at noon and 
will be a one-hour meeting on Zoom, through the season of Lent. This group was formed originally by women 
who attended the PW Bible Study Workshop held at Stony Point Center and is open to any interested women. 
Email / text Lisa_A_Gray@outlook.com /  973-476-4720 to be sent the Zoom link. 

GREENWICH ARTS SERIES: ABE FREY AND JAZZ COMES (BACK) TO CHURCH! 
 

We are so excited to present two upcoming special music services as part of our Greenwich Arts Series 2023! First, 
on Sunday, March 19, our very own Abe Frey will lead us in our 10 am worship service. Abe is a singer-
songwriter from Phillipsburg, NJ who grew up singing at Old Greenwich and considers our church a part of his  
musical heritage. Abe writes and performs catchy folk tunes that reflect the struggles and triumphs of everyday life 
and spirituality. He currently resides in South Philadelphia. 
 

Second, join us for a rousing Palm Sunday celebration on Sunday, April 2, as New York City-based jazz musicians 
Hannah Marks (bass), Danielle Wertz (voice), Roy Ben Bashat (guitar) and Evan Hyde (drums) lead us in worship 
and song at 10 am, 
 

Come join us! Tell your friends and neighbors!  

mailto:Lisa_A_Gray@outlook.com
mailto:souptime2222@gmail.com
mailto:Lisa_A_Gray@outlook.com
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Please hold in prayer: Al Marino, having knee surgery again on 3/21; MaryWills LeCroy, prayers for 

healing from grief, and for peace that passes all understanding; Sandy Freyõs father, Glen Stalder, for Connie 
Prye, Sandyõs sister, and for David Jamison, Sandyõs brother-in- law; Prayers of thanksgiving and continued 
healing for Caleb Frey whose tumor has reduced by 60%; Paul Dineen, brother-in-law of Susan Bradlau, 
who is entering hospice due to congestive heart failure and bone marrow leukemia and for Paulõs wife, Judy; 
Marie Makis Reph and her son Gavin, who was in a head on motorcycle accident and is in ICU; Carol Lee 
Doeringerõs friend Donald who is struggling with forgiveness, Desiree who is undergoing chemotherapy and 
her son Julian. who needs pancreatic surgery to survive; prayers for Debbie Smith and her family and her 

father, Ralph Seifert, who has been struggling with health issues; healing prayers for Shelly and Sydney Papp, and their whole  
family, on the sudden death of Shellyõs husband and Sydneyõs father, Michael; Kevin Boyle, Carl Guthardtõs son-in-lawõs brother; 
Dennis, struggling and in need of God's guidance, and prayers for his mother, Carol Jean; Carl & Virginia Guthardt; brother-in-
law of Kathleen Scala, Marc Cottone, who continues to have multiple surgeries on his ankle and foot; Bob & Trudy Frey; Stephen 
Toman, Christine Lee's boyfriend's uncle, and his sister, Nancy Hetman; Skip Adams' son, Zachary; the citizens of Ukraine; Bob 
and Trudy Frey's friends, Nancy Hummer and Ian Arnot; Debbie Mowrey; our homebound members; those serving in our Armed 
Forces; those affected by the Corona virus and their families around the world; all experiencing the effects of extreme weather 
conditions around the world  

ATTENTION CRAFTERS! 
 

Each year, Boy Scout Troop 63, which meets 
at OGPC, helps the cemetery clear grave sites 
of holiday wreaths and grave blankets. There 
are many decorations on these 
 memorials and we would like to see them get 
new life through your creative creations.  
 

 

If you would like to be at the cemetery to 
òharvestó some of these items, the date that has 
been set for clean-up is Saturday, March 18.  

DEACON SCHOLARSHIPS  
 

The Deacons are accepting applications for this yearõs Richard B. Gibbons Post Secondary Scholarships 
and Camp Scholarships. The amount awarded depends on the number of applications received and the 
funds available. For 2022, we awarded three camping and three college scholarships for a combined total 
of $2,734.  
 

You can pick up an application form in the Resource Room from the Scholarships mail slot or on our  

website at https://www.ogpc.org/our-deacons/  
 

Give completed application to Ernie Maso or Al Brown. If you have any questions contact Ernie Maso at 

ernie.maso@gmail.com  

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

April 2   10 am   Palm Sunday w/Jazz Goes to Church (again!) 
April 6     7 pm   Maundy Thursday service 
April 7    7 pm   Good Friday service 
April 8    TBA   Holy Week Childrenõs event 
April 9   10 am   Easter Sunday service - Easter Egg Hunt  
               following service 

https://www.ogpc.org/our-deacons/
mailto:ernie.maso@gmail.com
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Richard Theurer lives with his wife, Wendy, in Phillipsburg and works as a Paraprofessional in the Põburg School District. 
 

Leslie Strozeski is retired and lives with her husband, Tom, in Stewartsville. They have two grown sons, Mark and Troy. 
Leslie is interested in literature.   
 

Sandra Friedman and her husband, Steve, live in Phillipsburg. Sandra is a Digital Communications and Marketing Manager 
with  Reading Truck. Sandraõs interests include photography and sports. 
 

Karen and Chris Hart and their daughters, Olivia and Hannah, live in Phillipsburg.  Karen works as an Optical Assistant 
and Chris is a Network Planner. Olivia works at Brakeley Care Center and her interests include sports and dogs. Hannah loves 
the arts and  has a passion for helping children who are in the hospital. Karen and Chris are also parents to Amelia. 

Old Greenwichõs  
Newest Members joining with the 
congregation on March 26, 2023 

 

Back row from left to right: Richard 
Theurer, Leslie Strozeski, Sandra 

Friedman, Karen Hart, Chris Hart. 
Front row: Oliva Hart  

Pic on right: Hannah Hart 

2023 EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 
 

Easter flowers are purchased by the congregation to decorate the church at the price of $12 each. 
They are then taken to our Special People, members who are ill or homebound. Once that need is 
met, you may take the ones you purchased. 
 

      # of Lilies ______  x $12 = __________ 
 

    # of Tulips ______  x $12 = __________ 
 

# of Daffodils ______  x $12 = __________ 
 
Purchased by: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Your Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Celebration of: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

To the Glory of God: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Please give ____ plants to our Special People. 

 
LAST DAY TO ORDER ð Sunday, April 2, 2023 

 

A list will be printed in the Easter Sunday bulletin, noting the purchaser and who is being  
remembered, honored, etc. Please help decorate the church and also make the holidays festive  
for our Special People. 
Please make checks payable to òOGPC Deaconsó and include payment with order form. Forms 
may be put in the collection plates during the worship service or mailed to the church office. 

 

Questions? Contact Robert Todd at 908-235-9322 / Robert_Todd@icloud.com 

mailto:Robert_Todd@iclouc.com
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